
Job		9:24	NIV
24	When	a	land	falls	into	the	hands	of	the	wicked,	he	blindfolds	its	judges.	If	it	is	not	
he,	then	who	is	it?	The	Earth	was	given	to	the	wicked
KJV
24	The	earth	is	given	into	the	hand	of	the	wicked:	he	covereth	the	faces	of	the	judges	
thereof;	if	not,	where,	and	who	is	he?

2	Esdras	8:1-3
1 And	he	answered	me,	saying,	The	most	High	hath	made	this	world	for	many,	but	the	
world	to	come	for	few. 2 I	will	tell	thee	a	similitude,	Esdras;	As	when	thou	askest	the	
earth,	it	shall	say	unto	thee,	that	it	giveth	much	mould	whereof	earthen	vessels	are	
made,	but	little	dust	that	gold	cometh	of:	even	so	is	the	course	of	this	present	world.
3 There	be	many	created,	but	few	shall	be	saved.

The	Gospel	of	Thomas	56
56.	Jesus	said,	"Whoever	has	come	to	know	the	world	has	discovered	a	carcass,	and	
whoever	has	discovered	a	carcass,	of	that	person	the	world	is	not	worthy."

The	Teachings	of	Silvanus	- Nag	Hammadi	(98,	8-20)
Entrust	Yourself	to	God	Alone

Entrust	yourself	to	God	alone,	both	as	father	and	as	friend.		For	everyone	goes	about	
in	deceit.		The	whole	earth	is	full	of	suffering	and	pain,	things	in	which	there	is	no	
profit.		If	you	wish	to	lead	you	life	in	tranquility,	do	no	keep	company	with	anyone.		
Even	if	you	do	keep	company	with	them,	be	as	if	you	do	not.		Be	pleasing	to	God,	and	
you	will	not	need	anyone.

Christ	is	the	True	Light	(98,	20-99,	15)
Live	with	Christ,	and	he	will	save	you.		For	he	is	the	true	light	and	the	sun	of	life.		Just	
as	the	visible	son	shines	on	physical	eyes.,	so	Christ	illuminates	every	mind	and	heart.		
For	if	one	who	is	wicked	during	his	lifetime	has	an	evil	death,	how	much	more	so	does	
one	who	has	a	blind	mind.		For	every	blind	person	[remains	incapable	]	of	seeing	it.		
[So	I	is]	with	people	who	do	not	have	a	sound	mind.		They	do	no	delight	in	acquiring	
the	light	of	Christ,	which,	is	reason.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
That	the	spirits	and	prophets	are	to	be	tried	by	their	works;	and	of	a	twofold	spirit.
HE	shewed	me	certain	men	sitting	upon	benches,	and	one	sitting	in	a	chair:	and	he	
said	unto	me	seest	thou	who	sit	upon	the	benches?	Sir,	said	I,	I	see	them.	He	
answered,	They	are	the	faithful;	and	he	who	sits	in	the	chair	is	an	earthly	spirit.
2	For	he	cometh	not	into	 1 the	assembly	of	the	faithful,	but	avoids	it.	But	he	joins	
himself	to	the	doubtful	and	empty;	and	prophesies	to	them	in	corners	and	hidden	
places;	and	pleases	them	by	speaking	according	to	all	the	desires	of	their	hearts.
3	For	he	placing	himself	among	empty	vessels,	is	not	broken,	but	the	one	fitteth	the	
other.	But	when	he	cometh	into	the	company	of	just	men,	 2 who	are	full	of	the	spirit	
of	God,	and	they	pray	unto	the	Lord;	that	man	is	 3 emptied	because	that	earthly	spirit	
flies	from	him,	and	he	is	dumb,	and	cannot	speak	anything.

Proverbs	28:1
1	The	wicked	flee	when	no	man	pursueth:	but	the	righteous	are	bold	as	a	lion.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
4	As	if	in	a	store-house	you	shall	stop	up	wine	or	oil;	and	among	those	vessels	shall	
place	an	empty	jar;	and	shall	afterwards	come	to	open	it,	you	shall	find	it	empty	as	
you	stopped	it	up:	so	those	empty	prophets	when	they	come	among	the	spirits	of	the	
just,	are	found	to	be	such	as	they	came. 4
5	¶	I	said,	How	then	shall	a	man	be	able	to	discern	them?	Consider	what	I	am	going	to	
say	considering	both	kinds	of	 5 men;	and	as	I	speak	unto	thee	so	shalt	thou	prove	the	
prophet	of	God,	and	the	false	prophet.
6	And	first	try	the	man	who	hath	the	spirit	of	God;	because	the	spirit	which	is	from	
above	is	humble,	and	quiet;	and	departs	from	all	wickedness;	and	from	the	vain	
desires	of	the	present	world;	and	makes	himself	more	humble	than	all	men;	and	
answers	to	none	when	he	is	asked;	nor	to	every	one	singly:	for	the	Spirit	of	God	doth	
not	speak	to	a	man	when	he	will,	but	when	God	pleases.

1	John	4:1-6
1	Beloved,	do	not	believe	every	spirit,	but	test	the	spirits	to	see	whether	they	are	from	
God,	for	many	false	prophets	have	gone	out	into	the	world.	2	By	this	you	know	the	
Spirit	of	God:	every	spirit	that	confesses	that	Jesus	Christ	has	come	in	the	flesh	is	from	
God,	3	and	every	spirit	that	does	not	confess	Jesus	is	not	from	God.	This	is	the	spirit	of	
the	antichrist,	which	you	heard	was	coming	and	now	is	in	the	world	already.	4	Little	
children,	you	are	from	God	and	have	overcome	them,	for	he	who	is	in	you	is	greater	
than	he	who	is	in	the	world.	5	They	are	from	the	world;	therefore	they	speak	from	the	
world,	and	the	world	listens	to	them.	6	We	are	from	God.	Whoever	knows	God	listens	
to	us;	whoever	is	not	from	God	does	not	listen	to	us.	By	this	we	know	the	Spirit	of	
truth	and	the	spirit	of	error.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
7	when	therefore	a	man	hath	the	Spirit	of	God	shall	come	into	the	church	of	the	
righteous,	who	have	the	faith	of	God,	and	they	pray	unto	the	Lord;	then	the	holy	angel	
of	God	fills	that	man	with	the	blessed	Spirit,	and	he	speaks	in	the	congregation	as	he	is	
moved	of	God.
8	Thus	therefore	is	the	spirit	of	God	known,	because	whosoever	speaketh	by	the	Spirit	
of	God,	speaketh	as	the	Lord	will.
9	Hear	now	concerning	the	earthly	spirit,	which	is	empty	and	foolish,	and	without	
virtue.	And	first	of	all	the	man	who	is	supposed	to	have	the	Spirit,	(whereas	he	hath	it	
not	in	reality),	exalteth	himself,	and	desires	to	have	the	first	seat,	and	is	wicked,	and	
full	of	words.
10	And	spends	his	time	in	pleasure,	and	in	all	manner	of	voluptuousness;	and	receives	
the	reward	of	his	divination;	which	if	he	receives	not,	he	does	not	divine.
11	Should	the	Spirit	of	God	receive	reward	and	divine?	It	doth	not	become	a	prophet	
of	God	so	to	do.

Micah	3:11
11	Its	heads	give	judgment	for	a	bribe;	its	priests	teach	for	a	price;	its	prophets	
practice	divination	for	money;	yet	they	lean	on	the	LORD	and	say,	"Is	not	the	LORD	in	
the	midst	of	us?	No	disaster	shall	come	upon	us."

Matthew	10:8
8	Heal	the	sick,	raise	the	dead,	cleanse	those	who	have	leprosy,	drive	out	demons.	
Freely	you	have	received;	freely	give.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
12	Thus	you	see	the	life	of	each	of	these	kind	of	prophets.	Wherefore	prove	that	man	
by	his	life	and	works,	who	says	that	he	hath	the	Holy	Spirit.	And	believe	 the	Spirit	
which	comes	from	God,	and	has	power	as	such.	But	believe	not	the	earthly	and	empty	
spirit,	which	is	from	the	devil,	in	whom	there	is	no	faith	nor	virtue.
13	Hear	now	the	similitude	which	I	am	about	to	speak	unto	thee.	Take	a	stone,	and	
throw	it	up	towards	heaven;	or	take	a	spout	of	water,	and	mount	it	up	thitherward;	
and	see	if	thou	canst	reach	unto	heaven.
14	Sir,	said	I,	how	can	this	be	done?	For	neither	of	those	things	which	you	have	
mentioned,	are	possible	to	be	done.	And	he	answered,	Therefore	as	these	things	
cannot	be	done,	so	is	the	earthly	spirit	without	virtue,	and	without	effect.
15	Understand	yet	farther	the	power	which	cometh	from	above,	in	this	similitude.	The	
grains	of	hail	that	drop	down	are	exceedingly	 small;	and	yet	when	they	fall	upon	the	
head	of	a	man,	how	do	they	cause	pain	to	it?
16	And	again;	consider	the	droppings	of	a	house:	how	the	little	drops	falling	upon	the	
earth,	work	a	hollow	in	the	stones.
17	So	in	like	manner	the	least	things	which	come	from	above,	and	fall	upon	the	earth,	
have	great	force.	Wherefore	join	thyself	to	this	spirit,	which	has	the	power;	and	
depart	from	the	other	which	is	empty.

Third	Book	of	Hermas
SIMILITUDE	III.

As	the	green	trees	in	the	winter	cannot	be	distinguished	from	the	dry;	so	neither	can	
the	righteous	from	the	wicked	in	this	present	world.

AGAIN	he	showed	me	many	trees	whose	leaves	were	shed,	and	which	seemed	to	me	
to	be	withered,	for	they	were	all	alike.	And	he	said	unto	me,	Seest	thou	these	trees?	I	
said,	Sir,	I	see	that	they	look	like	dry	trees.

2	He	answering,	said	unto	me;	These	trees	are	like	unto	the	men	who	live	in	the	
present	world.	I	replied:	Sir,	why	are	they	like	unto	dried	trees?	Because,	said	he,	
neither	the	righteous,	nor	unrighteous,	are	known	from	one	another;	but	all	are	alike	
in	this	present	world.

3	For	this	world	is	as	the	winter	to	the	righteous	men, 2	because	they	are	not	known,	
but	dwell	among	sinners.

4	As	in	the	winter	all	the	trees	having	lost	their	leaves,	are	like	dry	trees;	nor	can	it	be	
discerned	which	are	dry	and	which	are	green:	so	in	this	present	world	neither	the	
righteous	nor	wicked	are	discerned	from	each	other;	but	they	are	all	alike.

1John	3:9
9	No	one	who	is	born	of	God	will	continue	to	sin,	because	God's	seed	remains	in	
them;	they	cannot	go	on	sinning,	because	they	have	been	born	of	God.

Odes	of	Solomon		Ode	8
9	Hear	the	word	of	truth,	and	receive	the	knowledge	of	the	Most	High.
10	Your	flesh	has	not	known	what	I	am	saying	to	you	neither	have	your	hearts	known	
what	I	am	showing	to	you.
11	Keep	my	secret,	ye	who	are	kept	by	it:
12	Keep	my	faith,	ye	who	are	kept	by	it.
13	And	understand	my	knowledge,	ye	who	know	me	in	truth.
14	Love	me	with	affection,	ye	who	love:
15	For	I	do	not	turn	away	my	face	from	them	that	are	mine;
16	For	I	know	them,	and	before	they	came	into	being	I	took	knowledge	of	them,	and	
on	their	faces	I	set	my	seal:

Ephesians	4:30
30	And	do	not	grieve	the	Holy	Spirit	of	God,	with	whom	you	were	sealed	for	the	day	
of	redemption.

2	Corinthians	1:20-22
20	For	no	matter	how	many	promises	God	has	made,	they	are	"Yes"	in	Christ.	And	so	
through	him	the	"Amen"	is	spoken	by	us	to	the	glory	of	God.	21	Now	it	is	God	who	
makes	both	us	and	you	stand	firm	in	Christ.	He	anointed	us,	22	set	his	seal	of	
ownership	on	us,	and	put	his	Spirit	in	our	hearts	as	a	deposit,	guaranteeing	what	is	to	
come.

Ephesians	2:8-10
8	For	it	is	by	grace	you	have	been	saved,	through	faith—and	this	is	not	from	
yourselves,	it	is	the	gift	of	God—9	not	by	works,	so	that	no	one	can	boast.	10	For	we	
are	God's	handiwork,	created	in	Christ	Jesus	to	do	good	works,	which	God	prepared	in	
advance	for	us	to	do.

John	8:43-44
43	Why	is	my	language	not	clear	to	you?	Because	you	are	unable	to	hear	what	I	say.	
44	You	belong	to	your	father,	the	devil,	and	you	want	to	carry	out	your	father's	
desires.	He	was	a	murderer	from	the	beginning,	not	holding	to	the	truth,	for	there	is	
no	truth	in	him.	When	he	lies,	he	speaks	his	native	language,	for	he	is	a	liar	and	the	
father	of	lies.	

Third	Book	of	Hermas
SIMILITUDE	IV.

As	in	the	summer	the	living	trees	are	distinguished	from	the	dry	by	their	fruit	and	
green	leaves;	so	in	the	world	to	come	the	righteous	shall	be	distinguished	from	the	
unrighteous	by	their	happiness.

AGAIN	he	showed	me	many	other	trees,	of	which	some	had	leaves,	and	others	
appeared	dry	and	withered.	And	he	said	unto	me,	Seest	thou	these	trees?	I	answered,	
Sir,	I	see	them;	.and	some	are	dry,	and	others	full	of	leaves.
2	These	trees,	saith	he,	which	are	green,	are	the	righteous	which	shall	possess	the	
world	to	come.	For	the	world	to	come,	is	the	summer	to	the	righteous;	but	to	sinners	
it	is	the	winter.
3	When,	therefore,	the	mercy	of	the	Lord	shall	shine	forth,	then	they	who	serve	God	
shall	be	made	manifest,	and	plain	unto	all.	For	as	in	the	summer	the	fruit	of	every	tree	
is	shown	and	made	manifest,	so	also	the	works	of	the	righteous	shall	be	declared	and	
made	manifest,	and	they	shall	be	restored	in	that	world	merry	and	joyful.
4	For	the	other	 1	kind	of	men,	namely	the	wicked,	like	the	trees	which	thou	sawest	
dry,	shall	as	such	be	found	dry	and	without	fruit	in	that	other	world;	and	like	dry	wood	
shall	be	burnt;	and	it	shall	be	made	manifest	that	they	have	done	evil	all	 the	time	of	
their	life;
5	And	they	shall	be	burnt	because	they	have	sinned	and	have	not	repented	of	their	
sins.	And	also	all	the	other	nations	shall	be	burnt,	because	they	have	not	
acknowledged	God	their	Creator.
6	Do	thou	therefore	bring	forth	good	fruit,	that	in	the	summer	thy	fruit	may	be	
known;	and	keep	thyself	from	much	business,	and	thou	shalt	not	offend.	For	they	who	
are	involved	in	much	business,	sin	much;	because	they	are	taken	up	with	their	affairs,	
and	serve	not	God.

7	And	how	can	a	man	that	does	not	serve	God,	ask	anything	of	God,	and	receive	it?	
But	they	who	serve	him,	ask	and	receive	what	they	desire.
8	But,	if	a	man	has	only	one	thing	to	follow,	he	may	serve	God,	because	his	mind	is	not	
taken	off	from	God	but	he	serves	him	with	a	pure	mind.
9	If,	therefore,	thou	shalt	do	this,	thou	mayest	have	fruit	in	the	world	to	come;	and	all,	
as	many	as	shall	do	in	like	manner,	shall	bring	forth	fruit.

Matthew	7:17-20
17	Likewise,	every	good	tree	bears	good	fruit,	but	a	bad	tree	bears	bad	fruit.	18	A	
good	tree	cannot	bear	bad	fruit,	and	a	bad	tree	cannot	bear	good	fruit.	19	Every	tree	
that	does	not	bear	good	fruit	is	cut	down	and	thrown	into	the	fire.	20	Thus,	by	their	
fruit	you	will	recognize	them.

The	Gospel	of	Philip	- Nag	Hammadi
Sowing and Reaping

Whoever sows in winter reaps in summer. Winter is the world, summer is the other, 
eternal realm. Let us sow in the world to reap in summer. And for this reason we 
should not pray in winter.
From winter comes summer. If someone reaps in winter, the person will not really reap 
but will pull out the young plants, and such do not produce a crop. [That person’s field] 
is barren not only [now] but also on the sabbath.

Who	was	this	world	made	for?	Spiritual	vs	Earthen	vessels	and	how	to	tell	the	
difference?

Who was 
this world…

Who	was	this	world	made	for?		
Spiritual	vs	Earthen	vessels	and	how	to	
tell	the	difference
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Job		9:24	NIV
24	When	a	land	falls	into	the	hands	of	the	wicked,	he	blindfolds	its	judges.	If	it	is	not	
he,	then	who	is	it?	The	Earth	was	given	to	the	wicked
KJV
24	The	earth	is	given	into	the	hand	of	the	wicked:	he	covereth	the	faces	of	the	judges	
thereof;	if	not,	where,	and	who	is	he?

2	Esdras	8:1-3
1 And	he	answered	me,	saying,	The	most	High	hath	made	this	world	for	many,	but	the	
world	to	come	for	few. 2 I	will	tell	thee	a	similitude,	Esdras;	As	when	thou	askest	the	
earth,	it	shall	say	unto	thee,	that	it	giveth	much	mould	whereof	earthen	vessels	are	
made,	but	little	dust	that	gold	cometh	of:	even	so	is	the	course	of	this	present	world.
3 There	be	many	created,	but	few	shall	be	saved.

The	Gospel	of	Thomas	56
56.	Jesus	said,	"Whoever	has	come	to	know	the	world	has	discovered	a	carcass,	and	
whoever	has	discovered	a	carcass,	of	that	person	the	world	is	not	worthy."

The	Teachings	of	Silvanus	- Nag	Hammadi	(98,	8-20)
Entrust	Yourself	to	God	Alone

Entrust	yourself	to	God	alone,	both	as	father	and	as	friend.		For	everyone	goes	about	
in	deceit.		The	whole	earth	is	full	of	suffering	and	pain,	things	in	which	there	is	no	
profit.		If	you	wish	to	lead	you	life	in	tranquility,	do	no	keep	company	with	anyone.		
Even	if	you	do	keep	company	with	them,	be	as	if	you	do	not.		Be	pleasing	to	God,	and	
you	will	not	need	anyone.

Christ	is	the	True	Light	(98,	20-99,	15)
Live	with	Christ,	and	he	will	save	you.		For	he	is	the	true	light	and	the	sun	of	life.		Just	
as	the	visible	son	shines	on	physical	eyes.,	so	Christ	illuminates	every	mind	and	heart.		
For	if	one	who	is	wicked	during	his	lifetime	has	an	evil	death,	how	much	more	so	does	
one	who	has	a	blind	mind.		For	every	blind	person	[remains	incapable	]	of	seeing	it.		
[So	I	is]	with	people	who	do	not	have	a	sound	mind.		They	do	no	delight	in	acquiring	
the	light	of	Christ,	which,	is	reason.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
That	the	spirits	and	prophets	are	to	be	tried	by	their	works;	and	of	a	twofold	spirit.
HE	shewed	me	certain	men	sitting	upon	benches,	and	one	sitting	in	a	chair:	and	he	
said	unto	me	seest	thou	who	sit	upon	the	benches?	Sir,	said	I,	I	see	them.	He	
answered,	They	are	the	faithful;	and	he	who	sits	in	the	chair	is	an	earthly	spirit.
2	For	he	cometh	not	into	 1 the	assembly	of	the	faithful,	but	avoids	it.	But	he	joins	
himself	to	the	doubtful	and	empty;	and	prophesies	to	them	in	corners	and	hidden	
places;	and	pleases	them	by	speaking	according	to	all	the	desires	of	their	hearts.
3	For	he	placing	himself	among	empty	vessels,	is	not	broken,	but	the	one	fitteth	the	
other.	But	when	he	cometh	into	the	company	of	just	men,	 2 who	are	full	of	the	spirit	
of	God,	and	they	pray	unto	the	Lord;	that	man	is	 3 emptied	because	that	earthly	spirit	
flies	from	him,	and	he	is	dumb,	and	cannot	speak	anything.

Proverbs	28:1
1	The	wicked	flee	when	no	man	pursueth:	but	the	righteous	are	bold	as	a	lion.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
4	As	if	in	a	store-house	you	shall	stop	up	wine	or	oil;	and	among	those	vessels	shall	
place	an	empty	jar;	and	shall	afterwards	come	to	open	it,	you	shall	find	it	empty	as	
you	stopped	it	up:	so	those	empty	prophets	when	they	come	among	the	spirits	of	the	
just,	are	found	to	be	such	as	they	came. 4
5	¶	I	said,	How	then	shall	a	man	be	able	to	discern	them?	Consider	what	I	am	going	to	
say	considering	both	kinds	of	 5 men;	and	as	I	speak	unto	thee	so	shalt	thou	prove	the	
prophet	of	God,	and	the	false	prophet.
6	And	first	try	the	man	who	hath	the	spirit	of	God;	because	the	spirit	which	is	from	
above	is	humble,	and	quiet;	and	departs	from	all	wickedness;	and	from	the	vain	
desires	of	the	present	world;	and	makes	himself	more	humble	than	all	men;	and	
answers	to	none	when	he	is	asked;	nor	to	every	one	singly:	for	the	Spirit	of	God	doth	
not	speak	to	a	man	when	he	will,	but	when	God	pleases.

1	John	4:1-6
1	Beloved,	do	not	believe	every	spirit,	but	test	the	spirits	to	see	whether	they	are	from	
God,	for	many	false	prophets	have	gone	out	into	the	world.	2	By	this	you	know	the	
Spirit	of	God:	every	spirit	that	confesses	that	Jesus	Christ	has	come	in	the	flesh	is	from	
God,	3	and	every	spirit	that	does	not	confess	Jesus	is	not	from	God.	This	is	the	spirit	of	
the	antichrist,	which	you	heard	was	coming	and	now	is	in	the	world	already.	4	Little	
children,	you	are	from	God	and	have	overcome	them,	for	he	who	is	in	you	is	greater	
than	he	who	is	in	the	world.	5	They	are	from	the	world;	therefore	they	speak	from	the	
world,	and	the	world	listens	to	them.	6	We	are	from	God.	Whoever	knows	God	listens	
to	us;	whoever	is	not	from	God	does	not	listen	to	us.	By	this	we	know	the	Spirit	of	
truth	and	the	spirit	of	error.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
7	when	therefore	a	man	hath	the	Spirit	of	God	shall	come	into	the	church	of	the	
righteous,	who	have	the	faith	of	God,	and	they	pray	unto	the	Lord;	then	the	holy	angel	
of	God	fills	that	man	with	the	blessed	Spirit,	and	he	speaks	in	the	congregation	as	he	is	
moved	of	God.
8	Thus	therefore	is	the	spirit	of	God	known,	because	whosoever	speaketh	by	the	Spirit	
of	God,	speaketh	as	the	Lord	will.
9	Hear	now	concerning	the	earthly	spirit,	which	is	empty	and	foolish,	and	without	
virtue.	And	first	of	all	the	man	who	is	supposed	to	have	the	Spirit,	(whereas	he	hath	it	
not	in	reality),	exalteth	himself,	and	desires	to	have	the	first	seat,	and	is	wicked,	and	
full	of	words.
10	And	spends	his	time	in	pleasure,	and	in	all	manner	of	voluptuousness;	and	receives	
the	reward	of	his	divination;	which	if	he	receives	not,	he	does	not	divine.
11	Should	the	Spirit	of	God	receive	reward	and	divine?	It	doth	not	become	a	prophet	
of	God	so	to	do.

Micah	3:11
11	Its	heads	give	judgment	for	a	bribe;	its	priests	teach	for	a	price;	its	prophets	
practice	divination	for	money;	yet	they	lean	on	the	LORD	and	say,	"Is	not	the	LORD	in	
the	midst	of	us?	No	disaster	shall	come	upon	us."

Matthew	10:8
8	Heal	the	sick,	raise	the	dead,	cleanse	those	who	have	leprosy,	drive	out	demons.	
Freely	you	have	received;	freely	give.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
12	Thus	you	see	the	life	of	each	of	these	kind	of	prophets.	Wherefore	prove	that	man	
by	his	life	and	works,	who	says	that	he	hath	the	Holy	Spirit.	And	believe	 the	Spirit	
which	comes	from	God,	and	has	power	as	such.	But	believe	not	the	earthly	and	empty	
spirit,	which	is	from	the	devil,	in	whom	there	is	no	faith	nor	virtue.
13	Hear	now	the	similitude	which	I	am	about	to	speak	unto	thee.	Take	a	stone,	and	
throw	it	up	towards	heaven;	or	take	a	spout	of	water,	and	mount	it	up	thitherward;	
and	see	if	thou	canst	reach	unto	heaven.
14	Sir,	said	I,	how	can	this	be	done?	For	neither	of	those	things	which	you	have	
mentioned,	are	possible	to	be	done.	And	he	answered,	Therefore	as	these	things	
cannot	be	done,	so	is	the	earthly	spirit	without	virtue,	and	without	effect.
15	Understand	yet	farther	the	power	which	cometh	from	above,	in	this	similitude.	The	
grains	of	hail	that	drop	down	are	exceedingly	 small;	and	yet	when	they	fall	upon	the	
head	of	a	man,	how	do	they	cause	pain	to	it?
16	And	again;	consider	the	droppings	of	a	house:	how	the	little	drops	falling	upon	the	
earth,	work	a	hollow	in	the	stones.
17	So	in	like	manner	the	least	things	which	come	from	above,	and	fall	upon	the	earth,	
have	great	force.	Wherefore	join	thyself	to	this	spirit,	which	has	the	power;	and	
depart	from	the	other	which	is	empty.

Third	Book	of	Hermas
SIMILITUDE	III.

As	the	green	trees	in	the	winter	cannot	be	distinguished	from	the	dry;	so	neither	can	
the	righteous	from	the	wicked	in	this	present	world.

AGAIN	he	showed	me	many	trees	whose	leaves	were	shed,	and	which	seemed	to	me	
to	be	withered,	for	they	were	all	alike.	And	he	said	unto	me,	Seest	thou	these	trees?	I	
said,	Sir,	I	see	that	they	look	like	dry	trees.

2	He	answering,	said	unto	me;	These	trees	are	like	unto	the	men	who	live	in	the	
present	world.	I	replied:	Sir,	why	are	they	like	unto	dried	trees?	Because,	said	he,	
neither	the	righteous,	nor	unrighteous,	are	known	from	one	another;	but	all	are	alike	
in	this	present	world.

3	For	this	world	is	as	the	winter	to	the	righteous	men, 2	because	they	are	not	known,	
but	dwell	among	sinners.

4	As	in	the	winter	all	the	trees	having	lost	their	leaves,	are	like	dry	trees;	nor	can	it	be	
discerned	which	are	dry	and	which	are	green:	so	in	this	present	world	neither	the	
righteous	nor	wicked	are	discerned	from	each	other;	but	they	are	all	alike.

1John	3:9
9	No	one	who	is	born	of	God	will	continue	to	sin,	because	God's	seed	remains	in	
them;	they	cannot	go	on	sinning,	because	they	have	been	born	of	God.

Odes	of	Solomon		Ode	8
9	Hear	the	word	of	truth,	and	receive	the	knowledge	of	the	Most	High.
10	Your	flesh	has	not	known	what	I	am	saying	to	you	neither	have	your	hearts	known	
what	I	am	showing	to	you.
11	Keep	my	secret,	ye	who	are	kept	by	it:
12	Keep	my	faith,	ye	who	are	kept	by	it.
13	And	understand	my	knowledge,	ye	who	know	me	in	truth.
14	Love	me	with	affection,	ye	who	love:
15	For	I	do	not	turn	away	my	face	from	them	that	are	mine;
16	For	I	know	them,	and	before	they	came	into	being	I	took	knowledge	of	them,	and	
on	their	faces	I	set	my	seal:

Ephesians	4:30
30	And	do	not	grieve	the	Holy	Spirit	of	God,	with	whom	you	were	sealed	for	the	day	
of	redemption.

2	Corinthians	1:20-22
20	For	no	matter	how	many	promises	God	has	made,	they	are	"Yes"	in	Christ.	And	so	
through	him	the	"Amen"	is	spoken	by	us	to	the	glory	of	God.	21	Now	it	is	God	who	
makes	both	us	and	you	stand	firm	in	Christ.	He	anointed	us,	22	set	his	seal	of	
ownership	on	us,	and	put	his	Spirit	in	our	hearts	as	a	deposit,	guaranteeing	what	is	to	
come.

Ephesians	2:8-10
8	For	it	is	by	grace	you	have	been	saved,	through	faith—and	this	is	not	from	
yourselves,	it	is	the	gift	of	God—9	not	by	works,	so	that	no	one	can	boast.	10	For	we	
are	God's	handiwork,	created	in	Christ	Jesus	to	do	good	works,	which	God	prepared	in	
advance	for	us	to	do.

John	8:43-44
43	Why	is	my	language	not	clear	to	you?	Because	you	are	unable	to	hear	what	I	say.	
44	You	belong	to	your	father,	the	devil,	and	you	want	to	carry	out	your	father's	
desires.	He	was	a	murderer	from	the	beginning,	not	holding	to	the	truth,	for	there	is	
no	truth	in	him.	When	he	lies,	he	speaks	his	native	language,	for	he	is	a	liar	and	the	
father	of	lies.	

Third	Book	of	Hermas
SIMILITUDE	IV.

As	in	the	summer	the	living	trees	are	distinguished	from	the	dry	by	their	fruit	and	
green	leaves;	so	in	the	world	to	come	the	righteous	shall	be	distinguished	from	the	
unrighteous	by	their	happiness.

AGAIN	he	showed	me	many	other	trees,	of	which	some	had	leaves,	and	others	
appeared	dry	and	withered.	And	he	said	unto	me,	Seest	thou	these	trees?	I	answered,	
Sir,	I	see	them;	.and	some	are	dry,	and	others	full	of	leaves.
2	These	trees,	saith	he,	which	are	green,	are	the	righteous	which	shall	possess	the	
world	to	come.	For	the	world	to	come,	is	the	summer	to	the	righteous;	but	to	sinners	
it	is	the	winter.
3	When,	therefore,	the	mercy	of	the	Lord	shall	shine	forth,	then	they	who	serve	God	
shall	be	made	manifest,	and	plain	unto	all.	For	as	in	the	summer	the	fruit	of	every	tree	
is	shown	and	made	manifest,	so	also	the	works	of	the	righteous	shall	be	declared	and	
made	manifest,	and	they	shall	be	restored	in	that	world	merry	and	joyful.
4	For	the	other	 1	kind	of	men,	namely	the	wicked,	like	the	trees	which	thou	sawest	
dry,	shall	as	such	be	found	dry	and	without	fruit	in	that	other	world;	and	like	dry	wood	
shall	be	burnt;	and	it	shall	be	made	manifest	that	they	have	done	evil	all	 the	time	of	
their	life;
5	And	they	shall	be	burnt	because	they	have	sinned	and	have	not	repented	of	their	
sins.	And	also	all	the	other	nations	shall	be	burnt,	because	they	have	not	
acknowledged	God	their	Creator.
6	Do	thou	therefore	bring	forth	good	fruit,	that	in	the	summer	thy	fruit	may	be	
known;	and	keep	thyself	from	much	business,	and	thou	shalt	not	offend.	For	they	who	
are	involved	in	much	business,	sin	much;	because	they	are	taken	up	with	their	affairs,	
and	serve	not	God.

7	And	how	can	a	man	that	does	not	serve	God,	ask	anything	of	God,	and	receive	it?	
But	they	who	serve	him,	ask	and	receive	what	they	desire.
8	But,	if	a	man	has	only	one	thing	to	follow,	he	may	serve	God,	because	his	mind	is	not	
taken	off	from	God	but	he	serves	him	with	a	pure	mind.
9	If,	therefore,	thou	shalt	do	this,	thou	mayest	have	fruit	in	the	world	to	come;	and	all,	
as	many	as	shall	do	in	like	manner,	shall	bring	forth	fruit.

Matthew	7:17-20
17	Likewise,	every	good	tree	bears	good	fruit,	but	a	bad	tree	bears	bad	fruit.	18	A	
good	tree	cannot	bear	bad	fruit,	and	a	bad	tree	cannot	bear	good	fruit.	19	Every	tree	
that	does	not	bear	good	fruit	is	cut	down	and	thrown	into	the	fire.	20	Thus,	by	their	
fruit	you	will	recognize	them.

The	Gospel	of	Philip	- Nag	Hammadi
Sowing and Reaping

Whoever sows in winter reaps in summer. Winter is the world, summer is the other, 
eternal realm. Let us sow in the world to reap in summer. And for this reason we 
should not pray in winter.
From winter comes summer. If someone reaps in winter, the person will not really reap 
but will pull out the young plants, and such do not produce a crop. [That person’s field] 
is barren not only [now] but also on the sabbath.

Who	was	this	world	made	for?	Spiritual	vs	Earthen	vessels	and	how	to	tell	the	
difference?

Who was 
this world…
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Job		9:24	NIV
24	When	a	land	falls	into	the	hands	of	the	wicked,	he	blindfolds	its	judges.	If	it	is	not	
he,	then	who	is	it?	The	Earth	was	given	to	the	wicked
KJV
24	The	earth	is	given	into	the	hand	of	the	wicked:	he	covereth	the	faces	of	the	judges	
thereof;	if	not,	where,	and	who	is	he?

2	Esdras	8:1-3
1 And	he	answered	me,	saying,	The	most	High	hath	made	this	world	for	many,	but	the	
world	to	come	for	few. 2 I	will	tell	thee	a	similitude,	Esdras;	As	when	thou	askest	the	
earth,	it	shall	say	unto	thee,	that	it	giveth	much	mould	whereof	earthen	vessels	are	
made,	but	little	dust	that	gold	cometh	of:	even	so	is	the	course	of	this	present	world.
3 There	be	many	created,	but	few	shall	be	saved.

The	Gospel	of	Thomas	56
56.	Jesus	said,	"Whoever	has	come	to	know	the	world	has	discovered	a	carcass,	and	
whoever	has	discovered	a	carcass,	of	that	person	the	world	is	not	worthy."

The	Teachings	of	Silvanus	- Nag	Hammadi	(98,	8-20)
Entrust	Yourself	to	God	Alone

Entrust	yourself	to	God	alone,	both	as	father	and	as	friend.		For	everyone	goes	about	
in	deceit.		The	whole	earth	is	full	of	suffering	and	pain,	things	in	which	there	is	no	
profit.		If	you	wish	to	lead	you	life	in	tranquility,	do	no	keep	company	with	anyone.		
Even	if	you	do	keep	company	with	them,	be	as	if	you	do	not.		Be	pleasing	to	God,	and	
you	will	not	need	anyone.

Christ	is	the	True	Light	(98,	20-99,	15)
Live	with	Christ,	and	he	will	save	you.		For	he	is	the	true	light	and	the	sun	of	life.		Just	
as	the	visible	son	shines	on	physical	eyes.,	so	Christ	illuminates	every	mind	and	heart.		
For	if	one	who	is	wicked	during	his	lifetime	has	an	evil	death,	how	much	more	so	does	
one	who	has	a	blind	mind.		For	every	blind	person	[remains	incapable	]	of	seeing	it.		
[So	I	is]	with	people	who	do	not	have	a	sound	mind.		They	do	no	delight	in	acquiring	
the	light	of	Christ,	which,	is	reason.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
That	the	spirits	and	prophets	are	to	be	tried	by	their	works;	and	of	a	twofold	spirit.
HE	shewed	me	certain	men	sitting	upon	benches,	and	one	sitting	in	a	chair:	and	he	
said	unto	me	seest	thou	who	sit	upon	the	benches?	Sir,	said	I,	I	see	them.	He	
answered,	They	are	the	faithful;	and	he	who	sits	in	the	chair	is	an	earthly	spirit.
2	For	he	cometh	not	into	 1 the	assembly	of	the	faithful,	but	avoids	it.	But	he	joins	
himself	to	the	doubtful	and	empty;	and	prophesies	to	them	in	corners	and	hidden	
places;	and	pleases	them	by	speaking	according	to	all	the	desires	of	their	hearts.
3	For	he	placing	himself	among	empty	vessels,	is	not	broken,	but	the	one	fitteth	the	
other.	But	when	he	cometh	into	the	company	of	just	men,	 2 who	are	full	of	the	spirit	
of	God,	and	they	pray	unto	the	Lord;	that	man	is	 3 emptied	because	that	earthly	spirit	
flies	from	him,	and	he	is	dumb,	and	cannot	speak	anything.

Proverbs	28:1
1	The	wicked	flee	when	no	man	pursueth:	but	the	righteous	are	bold	as	a	lion.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
4	As	if	in	a	store-house	you	shall	stop	up	wine	or	oil;	and	among	those	vessels	shall	
place	an	empty	jar;	and	shall	afterwards	come	to	open	it,	you	shall	find	it	empty	as	
you	stopped	it	up:	so	those	empty	prophets	when	they	come	among	the	spirits	of	the	
just,	are	found	to	be	such	as	they	came. 4
5	¶	I	said,	How	then	shall	a	man	be	able	to	discern	them?	Consider	what	I	am	going	to	
say	considering	both	kinds	of	 5 men;	and	as	I	speak	unto	thee	so	shalt	thou	prove	the	
prophet	of	God,	and	the	false	prophet.
6	And	first	try	the	man	who	hath	the	spirit	of	God;	because	the	spirit	which	is	from	
above	is	humble,	and	quiet;	and	departs	from	all	wickedness;	and	from	the	vain	
desires	of	the	present	world;	and	makes	himself	more	humble	than	all	men;	and	
answers	to	none	when	he	is	asked;	nor	to	every	one	singly:	for	the	Spirit	of	God	doth	
not	speak	to	a	man	when	he	will,	but	when	God	pleases.

1	John	4:1-6
1	Beloved,	do	not	believe	every	spirit,	but	test	the	spirits	to	see	whether	they	are	from	
God,	for	many	false	prophets	have	gone	out	into	the	world.	2	By	this	you	know	the	
Spirit	of	God:	every	spirit	that	confesses	that	Jesus	Christ	has	come	in	the	flesh	is	from	
God,	3	and	every	spirit	that	does	not	confess	Jesus	is	not	from	God.	This	is	the	spirit	of	
the	antichrist,	which	you	heard	was	coming	and	now	is	in	the	world	already.	4	Little	
children,	you	are	from	God	and	have	overcome	them,	for	he	who	is	in	you	is	greater	
than	he	who	is	in	the	world.	5	They	are	from	the	world;	therefore	they	speak	from	the	
world,	and	the	world	listens	to	them.	6	We	are	from	God.	Whoever	knows	God	listens	
to	us;	whoever	is	not	from	God	does	not	listen	to	us.	By	this	we	know	the	Spirit	of	
truth	and	the	spirit	of	error.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
7	when	therefore	a	man	hath	the	Spirit	of	God	shall	come	into	the	church	of	the	
righteous,	who	have	the	faith	of	God,	and	they	pray	unto	the	Lord;	then	the	holy	angel	
of	God	fills	that	man	with	the	blessed	Spirit,	and	he	speaks	in	the	congregation	as	he	is	
moved	of	God.
8	Thus	therefore	is	the	spirit	of	God	known,	because	whosoever	speaketh	by	the	Spirit	
of	God,	speaketh	as	the	Lord	will.
9	Hear	now	concerning	the	earthly	spirit,	which	is	empty	and	foolish,	and	without	
virtue.	And	first	of	all	the	man	who	is	supposed	to	have	the	Spirit,	(whereas	he	hath	it	
not	in	reality),	exalteth	himself,	and	desires	to	have	the	first	seat,	and	is	wicked,	and	
full	of	words.
10	And	spends	his	time	in	pleasure,	and	in	all	manner	of	voluptuousness;	and	receives	
the	reward	of	his	divination;	which	if	he	receives	not,	he	does	not	divine.
11	Should	the	Spirit	of	God	receive	reward	and	divine?	It	doth	not	become	a	prophet	
of	God	so	to	do.

Micah	3:11
11	Its	heads	give	judgment	for	a	bribe;	its	priests	teach	for	a	price;	its	prophets	
practice	divination	for	money;	yet	they	lean	on	the	LORD	and	say,	"Is	not	the	LORD	in	
the	midst	of	us?	No	disaster	shall	come	upon	us."

Matthew	10:8
8	Heal	the	sick,	raise	the	dead,	cleanse	those	who	have	leprosy,	drive	out	demons.	
Freely	you	have	received;	freely	give.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
12	Thus	you	see	the	life	of	each	of	these	kind	of	prophets.	Wherefore	prove	that	man	
by	his	life	and	works,	who	says	that	he	hath	the	Holy	Spirit.	And	believe	 the	Spirit	
which	comes	from	God,	and	has	power	as	such.	But	believe	not	the	earthly	and	empty	
spirit,	which	is	from	the	devil,	in	whom	there	is	no	faith	nor	virtue.
13	Hear	now	the	similitude	which	I	am	about	to	speak	unto	thee.	Take	a	stone,	and	
throw	it	up	towards	heaven;	or	take	a	spout	of	water,	and	mount	it	up	thitherward;	
and	see	if	thou	canst	reach	unto	heaven.
14	Sir,	said	I,	how	can	this	be	done?	For	neither	of	those	things	which	you	have	
mentioned,	are	possible	to	be	done.	And	he	answered,	Therefore	as	these	things	
cannot	be	done,	so	is	the	earthly	spirit	without	virtue,	and	without	effect.
15	Understand	yet	farther	the	power	which	cometh	from	above,	in	this	similitude.	The	
grains	of	hail	that	drop	down	are	exceedingly	 small;	and	yet	when	they	fall	upon	the	
head	of	a	man,	how	do	they	cause	pain	to	it?
16	And	again;	consider	the	droppings	of	a	house:	how	the	little	drops	falling	upon	the	
earth,	work	a	hollow	in	the	stones.
17	So	in	like	manner	the	least	things	which	come	from	above,	and	fall	upon	the	earth,	
have	great	force.	Wherefore	join	thyself	to	this	spirit,	which	has	the	power;	and	
depart	from	the	other	which	is	empty.

Third	Book	of	Hermas
SIMILITUDE	III.

As	the	green	trees	in	the	winter	cannot	be	distinguished	from	the	dry;	so	neither	can	
the	righteous	from	the	wicked	in	this	present	world.

AGAIN	he	showed	me	many	trees	whose	leaves	were	shed,	and	which	seemed	to	me	
to	be	withered,	for	they	were	all	alike.	And	he	said	unto	me,	Seest	thou	these	trees?	I	
said,	Sir,	I	see	that	they	look	like	dry	trees.

2	He	answering,	said	unto	me;	These	trees	are	like	unto	the	men	who	live	in	the	
present	world.	I	replied:	Sir,	why	are	they	like	unto	dried	trees?	Because,	said	he,	
neither	the	righteous,	nor	unrighteous,	are	known	from	one	another;	but	all	are	alike	
in	this	present	world.

3	For	this	world	is	as	the	winter	to	the	righteous	men, 2	because	they	are	not	known,	
but	dwell	among	sinners.

4	As	in	the	winter	all	the	trees	having	lost	their	leaves,	are	like	dry	trees;	nor	can	it	be	
discerned	which	are	dry	and	which	are	green:	so	in	this	present	world	neither	the	
righteous	nor	wicked	are	discerned	from	each	other;	but	they	are	all	alike.

1John	3:9
9	No	one	who	is	born	of	God	will	continue	to	sin,	because	God's	seed	remains	in	
them;	they	cannot	go	on	sinning,	because	they	have	been	born	of	God.

Odes	of	Solomon		Ode	8
9	Hear	the	word	of	truth,	and	receive	the	knowledge	of	the	Most	High.
10	Your	flesh	has	not	known	what	I	am	saying	to	you	neither	have	your	hearts	known	
what	I	am	showing	to	you.
11	Keep	my	secret,	ye	who	are	kept	by	it:
12	Keep	my	faith,	ye	who	are	kept	by	it.
13	And	understand	my	knowledge,	ye	who	know	me	in	truth.
14	Love	me	with	affection,	ye	who	love:
15	For	I	do	not	turn	away	my	face	from	them	that	are	mine;
16	For	I	know	them,	and	before	they	came	into	being	I	took	knowledge	of	them,	and	
on	their	faces	I	set	my	seal:

Ephesians	4:30
30	And	do	not	grieve	the	Holy	Spirit	of	God,	with	whom	you	were	sealed	for	the	day	
of	redemption.

2	Corinthians	1:20-22
20	For	no	matter	how	many	promises	God	has	made,	they	are	"Yes"	in	Christ.	And	so	
through	him	the	"Amen"	is	spoken	by	us	to	the	glory	of	God.	21	Now	it	is	God	who	
makes	both	us	and	you	stand	firm	in	Christ.	He	anointed	us,	22	set	his	seal	of	
ownership	on	us,	and	put	his	Spirit	in	our	hearts	as	a	deposit,	guaranteeing	what	is	to	
come.

Ephesians	2:8-10
8	For	it	is	by	grace	you	have	been	saved,	through	faith—and	this	is	not	from	
yourselves,	it	is	the	gift	of	God—9	not	by	works,	so	that	no	one	can	boast.	10	For	we	
are	God's	handiwork,	created	in	Christ	Jesus	to	do	good	works,	which	God	prepared	in	
advance	for	us	to	do.

John	8:43-44
43	Why	is	my	language	not	clear	to	you?	Because	you	are	unable	to	hear	what	I	say.	
44	You	belong	to	your	father,	the	devil,	and	you	want	to	carry	out	your	father's	
desires.	He	was	a	murderer	from	the	beginning,	not	holding	to	the	truth,	for	there	is	
no	truth	in	him.	When	he	lies,	he	speaks	his	native	language,	for	he	is	a	liar	and	the	
father	of	lies.	

Third	Book	of	Hermas
SIMILITUDE	IV.

As	in	the	summer	the	living	trees	are	distinguished	from	the	dry	by	their	fruit	and	
green	leaves;	so	in	the	world	to	come	the	righteous	shall	be	distinguished	from	the	
unrighteous	by	their	happiness.

AGAIN	he	showed	me	many	other	trees,	of	which	some	had	leaves,	and	others	
appeared	dry	and	withered.	And	he	said	unto	me,	Seest	thou	these	trees?	I	answered,	
Sir,	I	see	them;	.and	some	are	dry,	and	others	full	of	leaves.
2	These	trees,	saith	he,	which	are	green,	are	the	righteous	which	shall	possess	the	
world	to	come.	For	the	world	to	come,	is	the	summer	to	the	righteous;	but	to	sinners	
it	is	the	winter.
3	When,	therefore,	the	mercy	of	the	Lord	shall	shine	forth,	then	they	who	serve	God	
shall	be	made	manifest,	and	plain	unto	all.	For	as	in	the	summer	the	fruit	of	every	tree	
is	shown	and	made	manifest,	so	also	the	works	of	the	righteous	shall	be	declared	and	
made	manifest,	and	they	shall	be	restored	in	that	world	merry	and	joyful.
4	For	the	other	 1	kind	of	men,	namely	the	wicked,	like	the	trees	which	thou	sawest	
dry,	shall	as	such	be	found	dry	and	without	fruit	in	that	other	world;	and	like	dry	wood	
shall	be	burnt;	and	it	shall	be	made	manifest	that	they	have	done	evil	all	 the	time	of	
their	life;
5	And	they	shall	be	burnt	because	they	have	sinned	and	have	not	repented	of	their	
sins.	And	also	all	the	other	nations	shall	be	burnt,	because	they	have	not	
acknowledged	God	their	Creator.
6	Do	thou	therefore	bring	forth	good	fruit,	that	in	the	summer	thy	fruit	may	be	
known;	and	keep	thyself	from	much	business,	and	thou	shalt	not	offend.	For	they	who	
are	involved	in	much	business,	sin	much;	because	they	are	taken	up	with	their	affairs,	
and	serve	not	God.

7	And	how	can	a	man	that	does	not	serve	God,	ask	anything	of	God,	and	receive	it?	
But	they	who	serve	him,	ask	and	receive	what	they	desire.
8	But,	if	a	man	has	only	one	thing	to	follow,	he	may	serve	God,	because	his	mind	is	not	
taken	off	from	God	but	he	serves	him	with	a	pure	mind.
9	If,	therefore,	thou	shalt	do	this,	thou	mayest	have	fruit	in	the	world	to	come;	and	all,	
as	many	as	shall	do	in	like	manner,	shall	bring	forth	fruit.

Matthew	7:17-20
17	Likewise,	every	good	tree	bears	good	fruit,	but	a	bad	tree	bears	bad	fruit.	18	A	
good	tree	cannot	bear	bad	fruit,	and	a	bad	tree	cannot	bear	good	fruit.	19	Every	tree	
that	does	not	bear	good	fruit	is	cut	down	and	thrown	into	the	fire.	20	Thus,	by	their	
fruit	you	will	recognize	them.

The	Gospel	of	Philip	- Nag	Hammadi
Sowing and Reaping

Whoever sows in winter reaps in summer. Winter is the world, summer is the other, 
eternal realm. Let us sow in the world to reap in summer. And for this reason we 
should not pray in winter.
From winter comes summer. If someone reaps in winter, the person will not really reap 
but will pull out the young plants, and such do not produce a crop. [That person’s field] 
is barren not only [now] but also on the sabbath.

Who	was	this	world	made	for?	Spiritual	vs	Earthen	vessels	and	how	to	tell	the	
difference?
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Job		9:24	NIV
24	When	a	land	falls	into	the	hands	of	the	wicked,	he	blindfolds	its	judges.	If	it	is	not	
he,	then	who	is	it?	The	Earth	was	given	to	the	wicked
KJV
24	The	earth	is	given	into	the	hand	of	the	wicked:	he	covereth	the	faces	of	the	judges	
thereof;	if	not,	where,	and	who	is	he?

2	Esdras	8:1-3
1 And	he	answered	me,	saying,	The	most	High	hath	made	this	world	for	many,	but	the	
world	to	come	for	few. 2 I	will	tell	thee	a	similitude,	Esdras;	As	when	thou	askest	the	
earth,	it	shall	say	unto	thee,	that	it	giveth	much	mould	whereof	earthen	vessels	are	
made,	but	little	dust	that	gold	cometh	of:	even	so	is	the	course	of	this	present	world.
3 There	be	many	created,	but	few	shall	be	saved.

The	Gospel	of	Thomas	56
56.	Jesus	said,	"Whoever	has	come	to	know	the	world	has	discovered	a	carcass,	and	
whoever	has	discovered	a	carcass,	of	that	person	the	world	is	not	worthy."

The	Teachings	of	Silvanus	- Nag	Hammadi	(98,	8-20)
Entrust	Yourself	to	God	Alone

Entrust	yourself	to	God	alone,	both	as	father	and	as	friend.		For	everyone	goes	about	
in	deceit.		The	whole	earth	is	full	of	suffering	and	pain,	things	in	which	there	is	no	
profit.		If	you	wish	to	lead	you	life	in	tranquility,	do	no	keep	company	with	anyone.		
Even	if	you	do	keep	company	with	them,	be	as	if	you	do	not.		Be	pleasing	to	God,	and	
you	will	not	need	anyone.

Christ	is	the	True	Light	(98,	20-99,	15)
Live	with	Christ,	and	he	will	save	you.		For	he	is	the	true	light	and	the	sun	of	life.		Just	
as	the	visible	son	shines	on	physical	eyes.,	so	Christ	illuminates	every	mind	and	heart.		
For	if	one	who	is	wicked	during	his	lifetime	has	an	evil	death,	how	much	more	so	does	
one	who	has	a	blind	mind.		For	every	blind	person	[remains	incapable	]	of	seeing	it.		
[So	I	is]	with	people	who	do	not	have	a	sound	mind.		They	do	no	delight	in	acquiring	
the	light	of	Christ,	which,	is	reason.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
That	the	spirits	and	prophets	are	to	be	tried	by	their	works;	and	of	a	twofold	spirit.
HE	shewed	me	certain	men	sitting	upon	benches,	and	one	sitting	in	a	chair:	and	he	
said	unto	me	seest	thou	who	sit	upon	the	benches?	Sir,	said	I,	I	see	them.	He	
answered,	They	are	the	faithful;	and	he	who	sits	in	the	chair	is	an	earthly	spirit.
2	For	he	cometh	not	into	 1 the	assembly	of	the	faithful,	but	avoids	it.	But	he	joins	
himself	to	the	doubtful	and	empty;	and	prophesies	to	them	in	corners	and	hidden	
places;	and	pleases	them	by	speaking	according	to	all	the	desires	of	their	hearts.
3	For	he	placing	himself	among	empty	vessels,	is	not	broken,	but	the	one	fitteth	the	
other.	But	when	he	cometh	into	the	company	of	just	men,	 2 who	are	full	of	the	spirit	
of	God,	and	they	pray	unto	the	Lord;	that	man	is	 3 emptied	because	that	earthly	spirit	
flies	from	him,	and	he	is	dumb,	and	cannot	speak	anything.

Proverbs	28:1
1	The	wicked	flee	when	no	man	pursueth:	but	the	righteous	are	bold	as	a	lion.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
4	As	if	in	a	store-house	you	shall	stop	up	wine	or	oil;	and	among	those	vessels	shall	
place	an	empty	jar;	and	shall	afterwards	come	to	open	it,	you	shall	find	it	empty	as	
you	stopped	it	up:	so	those	empty	prophets	when	they	come	among	the	spirits	of	the	
just,	are	found	to	be	such	as	they	came. 4
5	¶	I	said,	How	then	shall	a	man	be	able	to	discern	them?	Consider	what	I	am	going	to	
say	considering	both	kinds	of	 5 men;	and	as	I	speak	unto	thee	so	shalt	thou	prove	the	
prophet	of	God,	and	the	false	prophet.
6	And	first	try	the	man	who	hath	the	spirit	of	God;	because	the	spirit	which	is	from	
above	is	humble,	and	quiet;	and	departs	from	all	wickedness;	and	from	the	vain	
desires	of	the	present	world;	and	makes	himself	more	humble	than	all	men;	and	
answers	to	none	when	he	is	asked;	nor	to	every	one	singly:	for	the	Spirit	of	God	doth	
not	speak	to	a	man	when	he	will,	but	when	God	pleases.

1	John	4:1-6
1	Beloved,	do	not	believe	every	spirit,	but	test	the	spirits	to	see	whether	they	are	from	
God,	for	many	false	prophets	have	gone	out	into	the	world.	2	By	this	you	know	the	
Spirit	of	God:	every	spirit	that	confesses	that	Jesus	Christ	has	come	in	the	flesh	is	from	
God,	3	and	every	spirit	that	does	not	confess	Jesus	is	not	from	God.	This	is	the	spirit	of	
the	antichrist,	which	you	heard	was	coming	and	now	is	in	the	world	already.	4	Little	
children,	you	are	from	God	and	have	overcome	them,	for	he	who	is	in	you	is	greater	
than	he	who	is	in	the	world.	5	They	are	from	the	world;	therefore	they	speak	from	the	
world,	and	the	world	listens	to	them.	6	We	are	from	God.	Whoever	knows	God	listens	
to	us;	whoever	is	not	from	God	does	not	listen	to	us.	By	this	we	know	the	Spirit	of	
truth	and	the	spirit	of	error.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
7	when	therefore	a	man	hath	the	Spirit	of	God	shall	come	into	the	church	of	the	
righteous,	who	have	the	faith	of	God,	and	they	pray	unto	the	Lord;	then	the	holy	angel	
of	God	fills	that	man	with	the	blessed	Spirit,	and	he	speaks	in	the	congregation	as	he	is	
moved	of	God.
8	Thus	therefore	is	the	spirit	of	God	known,	because	whosoever	speaketh	by	the	Spirit	
of	God,	speaketh	as	the	Lord	will.
9	Hear	now	concerning	the	earthly	spirit,	which	is	empty	and	foolish,	and	without	
virtue.	And	first	of	all	the	man	who	is	supposed	to	have	the	Spirit,	(whereas	he	hath	it	
not	in	reality),	exalteth	himself,	and	desires	to	have	the	first	seat,	and	is	wicked,	and	
full	of	words.
10	And	spends	his	time	in	pleasure,	and	in	all	manner	of	voluptuousness;	and	receives	
the	reward	of	his	divination;	which	if	he	receives	not,	he	does	not	divine.
11	Should	the	Spirit	of	God	receive	reward	and	divine?	It	doth	not	become	a	prophet	
of	God	so	to	do.

Micah	3:11
11	Its	heads	give	judgment	for	a	bribe;	its	priests	teach	for	a	price;	its	prophets	
practice	divination	for	money;	yet	they	lean	on	the	LORD	and	say,	"Is	not	the	LORD	in	
the	midst	of	us?	No	disaster	shall	come	upon	us."

Matthew	10:8
8	Heal	the	sick,	raise	the	dead,	cleanse	those	who	have	leprosy,	drive	out	demons.	
Freely	you	have	received;	freely	give.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
12	Thus	you	see	the	life	of	each	of	these	kind	of	prophets.	Wherefore	prove	that	man	
by	his	life	and	works,	who	says	that	he	hath	the	Holy	Spirit.	And	believe	 the	Spirit	
which	comes	from	God,	and	has	power	as	such.	But	believe	not	the	earthly	and	empty	
spirit,	which	is	from	the	devil,	in	whom	there	is	no	faith	nor	virtue.
13	Hear	now	the	similitude	which	I	am	about	to	speak	unto	thee.	Take	a	stone,	and	
throw	it	up	towards	heaven;	or	take	a	spout	of	water,	and	mount	it	up	thitherward;	
and	see	if	thou	canst	reach	unto	heaven.
14	Sir,	said	I,	how	can	this	be	done?	For	neither	of	those	things	which	you	have	
mentioned,	are	possible	to	be	done.	And	he	answered,	Therefore	as	these	things	
cannot	be	done,	so	is	the	earthly	spirit	without	virtue,	and	without	effect.
15	Understand	yet	farther	the	power	which	cometh	from	above,	in	this	similitude.	The	
grains	of	hail	that	drop	down	are	exceedingly	 small;	and	yet	when	they	fall	upon	the	
head	of	a	man,	how	do	they	cause	pain	to	it?
16	And	again;	consider	the	droppings	of	a	house:	how	the	little	drops	falling	upon	the	
earth,	work	a	hollow	in	the	stones.
17	So	in	like	manner	the	least	things	which	come	from	above,	and	fall	upon	the	earth,	
have	great	force.	Wherefore	join	thyself	to	this	spirit,	which	has	the	power;	and	
depart	from	the	other	which	is	empty.

Third	Book	of	Hermas
SIMILITUDE	III.

As	the	green	trees	in	the	winter	cannot	be	distinguished	from	the	dry;	so	neither	can	
the	righteous	from	the	wicked	in	this	present	world.

AGAIN	he	showed	me	many	trees	whose	leaves	were	shed,	and	which	seemed	to	me	
to	be	withered,	for	they	were	all	alike.	And	he	said	unto	me,	Seest	thou	these	trees?	I	
said,	Sir,	I	see	that	they	look	like	dry	trees.

2	He	answering,	said	unto	me;	These	trees	are	like	unto	the	men	who	live	in	the	
present	world.	I	replied:	Sir,	why	are	they	like	unto	dried	trees?	Because,	said	he,	
neither	the	righteous,	nor	unrighteous,	are	known	from	one	another;	but	all	are	alike	
in	this	present	world.

3	For	this	world	is	as	the	winter	to	the	righteous	men, 2	because	they	are	not	known,	
but	dwell	among	sinners.

4	As	in	the	winter	all	the	trees	having	lost	their	leaves,	are	like	dry	trees;	nor	can	it	be	
discerned	which	are	dry	and	which	are	green:	so	in	this	present	world	neither	the	
righteous	nor	wicked	are	discerned	from	each	other;	but	they	are	all	alike.

1John	3:9
9	No	one	who	is	born	of	God	will	continue	to	sin,	because	God's	seed	remains	in	
them;	they	cannot	go	on	sinning,	because	they	have	been	born	of	God.

Odes	of	Solomon		Ode	8
9	Hear	the	word	of	truth,	and	receive	the	knowledge	of	the	Most	High.
10	Your	flesh	has	not	known	what	I	am	saying	to	you	neither	have	your	hearts	known	
what	I	am	showing	to	you.
11	Keep	my	secret,	ye	who	are	kept	by	it:
12	Keep	my	faith,	ye	who	are	kept	by	it.
13	And	understand	my	knowledge,	ye	who	know	me	in	truth.
14	Love	me	with	affection,	ye	who	love:
15	For	I	do	not	turn	away	my	face	from	them	that	are	mine;
16	For	I	know	them,	and	before	they	came	into	being	I	took	knowledge	of	them,	and	
on	their	faces	I	set	my	seal:

Ephesians	4:30
30	And	do	not	grieve	the	Holy	Spirit	of	God,	with	whom	you	were	sealed	for	the	day	
of	redemption.

2	Corinthians	1:20-22
20	For	no	matter	how	many	promises	God	has	made,	they	are	"Yes"	in	Christ.	And	so	
through	him	the	"Amen"	is	spoken	by	us	to	the	glory	of	God.	21	Now	it	is	God	who	
makes	both	us	and	you	stand	firm	in	Christ.	He	anointed	us,	22	set	his	seal	of	
ownership	on	us,	and	put	his	Spirit	in	our	hearts	as	a	deposit,	guaranteeing	what	is	to	
come.

Ephesians	2:8-10
8	For	it	is	by	grace	you	have	been	saved,	through	faith—and	this	is	not	from	
yourselves,	it	is	the	gift	of	God—9	not	by	works,	so	that	no	one	can	boast.	10	For	we	
are	God's	handiwork,	created	in	Christ	Jesus	to	do	good	works,	which	God	prepared	in	
advance	for	us	to	do.

John	8:43-44
43	Why	is	my	language	not	clear	to	you?	Because	you	are	unable	to	hear	what	I	say.	
44	You	belong	to	your	father,	the	devil,	and	you	want	to	carry	out	your	father's	
desires.	He	was	a	murderer	from	the	beginning,	not	holding	to	the	truth,	for	there	is	
no	truth	in	him.	When	he	lies,	he	speaks	his	native	language,	for	he	is	a	liar	and	the	
father	of	lies.	

Third	Book	of	Hermas
SIMILITUDE	IV.

As	in	the	summer	the	living	trees	are	distinguished	from	the	dry	by	their	fruit	and	
green	leaves;	so	in	the	world	to	come	the	righteous	shall	be	distinguished	from	the	
unrighteous	by	their	happiness.

AGAIN	he	showed	me	many	other	trees,	of	which	some	had	leaves,	and	others	
appeared	dry	and	withered.	And	he	said	unto	me,	Seest	thou	these	trees?	I	answered,	
Sir,	I	see	them;	.and	some	are	dry,	and	others	full	of	leaves.
2	These	trees,	saith	he,	which	are	green,	are	the	righteous	which	shall	possess	the	
world	to	come.	For	the	world	to	come,	is	the	summer	to	the	righteous;	but	to	sinners	
it	is	the	winter.
3	When,	therefore,	the	mercy	of	the	Lord	shall	shine	forth,	then	they	who	serve	God	
shall	be	made	manifest,	and	plain	unto	all.	For	as	in	the	summer	the	fruit	of	every	tree	
is	shown	and	made	manifest,	so	also	the	works	of	the	righteous	shall	be	declared	and	
made	manifest,	and	they	shall	be	restored	in	that	world	merry	and	joyful.
4	For	the	other	 1	kind	of	men,	namely	the	wicked,	like	the	trees	which	thou	sawest	
dry,	shall	as	such	be	found	dry	and	without	fruit	in	that	other	world;	and	like	dry	wood	
shall	be	burnt;	and	it	shall	be	made	manifest	that	they	have	done	evil	all	 the	time	of	
their	life;
5	And	they	shall	be	burnt	because	they	have	sinned	and	have	not	repented	of	their	
sins.	And	also	all	the	other	nations	shall	be	burnt,	because	they	have	not	
acknowledged	God	their	Creator.
6	Do	thou	therefore	bring	forth	good	fruit,	that	in	the	summer	thy	fruit	may	be	
known;	and	keep	thyself	from	much	business,	and	thou	shalt	not	offend.	For	they	who	
are	involved	in	much	business,	sin	much;	because	they	are	taken	up	with	their	affairs,	
and	serve	not	God.

7	And	how	can	a	man	that	does	not	serve	God,	ask	anything	of	God,	and	receive	it?	
But	they	who	serve	him,	ask	and	receive	what	they	desire.
8	But,	if	a	man	has	only	one	thing	to	follow,	he	may	serve	God,	because	his	mind	is	not	
taken	off	from	God	but	he	serves	him	with	a	pure	mind.
9	If,	therefore,	thou	shalt	do	this,	thou	mayest	have	fruit	in	the	world	to	come;	and	all,	
as	many	as	shall	do	in	like	manner,	shall	bring	forth	fruit.

Matthew	7:17-20
17	Likewise,	every	good	tree	bears	good	fruit,	but	a	bad	tree	bears	bad	fruit.	18	A	
good	tree	cannot	bear	bad	fruit,	and	a	bad	tree	cannot	bear	good	fruit.	19	Every	tree	
that	does	not	bear	good	fruit	is	cut	down	and	thrown	into	the	fire.	20	Thus,	by	their	
fruit	you	will	recognize	them.

The	Gospel	of	Philip	- Nag	Hammadi
Sowing and Reaping

Whoever sows in winter reaps in summer. Winter is the world, summer is the other, 
eternal realm. Let us sow in the world to reap in summer. And for this reason we 
should not pray in winter.
From winter comes summer. If someone reaps in winter, the person will not really reap 
but will pull out the young plants, and such do not produce a crop. [That person’s field] 
is barren not only [now] but also on the sabbath.

Who	was	this	world	made	for?	Spiritual	vs	Earthen	vessels	and	how	to	tell	the	
difference?
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Job		9:24	NIV
24	When	a	land	falls	into	the	hands	of	the	wicked,	he	blindfolds	its	judges.	If	it	is	not	
he,	then	who	is	it?	The	Earth	was	given	to	the	wicked
KJV
24	The	earth	is	given	into	the	hand	of	the	wicked:	he	covereth	the	faces	of	the	judges	
thereof;	if	not,	where,	and	who	is	he?

2	Esdras	8:1-3
1 And	he	answered	me,	saying,	The	most	High	hath	made	this	world	for	many,	but	the	
world	to	come	for	few. 2 I	will	tell	thee	a	similitude,	Esdras;	As	when	thou	askest	the	
earth,	it	shall	say	unto	thee,	that	it	giveth	much	mould	whereof	earthen	vessels	are	
made,	but	little	dust	that	gold	cometh	of:	even	so	is	the	course	of	this	present	world.
3 There	be	many	created,	but	few	shall	be	saved.

The	Gospel	of	Thomas	56
56.	Jesus	said,	"Whoever	has	come	to	know	the	world	has	discovered	a	carcass,	and	
whoever	has	discovered	a	carcass,	of	that	person	the	world	is	not	worthy."

The	Teachings	of	Silvanus	- Nag	Hammadi	(98,	8-20)
Entrust	Yourself	to	God	Alone

Entrust	yourself	to	God	alone,	both	as	father	and	as	friend.		For	everyone	goes	about	
in	deceit.		The	whole	earth	is	full	of	suffering	and	pain,	things	in	which	there	is	no	
profit.		If	you	wish	to	lead	you	life	in	tranquility,	do	no	keep	company	with	anyone.		
Even	if	you	do	keep	company	with	them,	be	as	if	you	do	not.		Be	pleasing	to	God,	and	
you	will	not	need	anyone.

Christ	is	the	True	Light	(98,	20-99,	15)
Live	with	Christ,	and	he	will	save	you.		For	he	is	the	true	light	and	the	sun	of	life.		Just	
as	the	visible	son	shines	on	physical	eyes.,	so	Christ	illuminates	every	mind	and	heart.		
For	if	one	who	is	wicked	during	his	lifetime	has	an	evil	death,	how	much	more	so	does	
one	who	has	a	blind	mind.		For	every	blind	person	[remains	incapable	]	of	seeing	it.		
[So	I	is]	with	people	who	do	not	have	a	sound	mind.		They	do	no	delight	in	acquiring	
the	light	of	Christ,	which,	is	reason.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
That	the	spirits	and	prophets	are	to	be	tried	by	their	works;	and	of	a	twofold	spirit.
HE	shewed	me	certain	men	sitting	upon	benches,	and	one	sitting	in	a	chair:	and	he	
said	unto	me	seest	thou	who	sit	upon	the	benches?	Sir,	said	I,	I	see	them.	He	
answered,	They	are	the	faithful;	and	he	who	sits	in	the	chair	is	an	earthly	spirit.
2	For	he	cometh	not	into	 1 the	assembly	of	the	faithful,	but	avoids	it.	But	he	joins	
himself	to	the	doubtful	and	empty;	and	prophesies	to	them	in	corners	and	hidden	
places;	and	pleases	them	by	speaking	according	to	all	the	desires	of	their	hearts.
3	For	he	placing	himself	among	empty	vessels,	is	not	broken,	but	the	one	fitteth	the	
other.	But	when	he	cometh	into	the	company	of	just	men,	 2 who	are	full	of	the	spirit	
of	God,	and	they	pray	unto	the	Lord;	that	man	is	 3 emptied	because	that	earthly	spirit	
flies	from	him,	and	he	is	dumb,	and	cannot	speak	anything.

Proverbs	28:1
1	The	wicked	flee	when	no	man	pursueth:	but	the	righteous	are	bold	as	a	lion.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
4	As	if	in	a	store-house	you	shall	stop	up	wine	or	oil;	and	among	those	vessels	shall	
place	an	empty	jar;	and	shall	afterwards	come	to	open	it,	you	shall	find	it	empty	as	
you	stopped	it	up:	so	those	empty	prophets	when	they	come	among	the	spirits	of	the	
just,	are	found	to	be	such	as	they	came. 4
5	¶	I	said,	How	then	shall	a	man	be	able	to	discern	them?	Consider	what	I	am	going	to	
say	considering	both	kinds	of	 5 men;	and	as	I	speak	unto	thee	so	shalt	thou	prove	the	
prophet	of	God,	and	the	false	prophet.
6	And	first	try	the	man	who	hath	the	spirit	of	God;	because	the	spirit	which	is	from	
above	is	humble,	and	quiet;	and	departs	from	all	wickedness;	and	from	the	vain	
desires	of	the	present	world;	and	makes	himself	more	humble	than	all	men;	and	
answers	to	none	when	he	is	asked;	nor	to	every	one	singly:	for	the	Spirit	of	God	doth	
not	speak	to	a	man	when	he	will,	but	when	God	pleases.

1	John	4:1-6
1	Beloved,	do	not	believe	every	spirit,	but	test	the	spirits	to	see	whether	they	are	from	
God,	for	many	false	prophets	have	gone	out	into	the	world.	2	By	this	you	know	the	
Spirit	of	God:	every	spirit	that	confesses	that	Jesus	Christ	has	come	in	the	flesh	is	from	
God,	3	and	every	spirit	that	does	not	confess	Jesus	is	not	from	God.	This	is	the	spirit	of	
the	antichrist,	which	you	heard	was	coming	and	now	is	in	the	world	already.	4	Little	
children,	you	are	from	God	and	have	overcome	them,	for	he	who	is	in	you	is	greater	
than	he	who	is	in	the	world.	5	They	are	from	the	world;	therefore	they	speak	from	the	
world,	and	the	world	listens	to	them.	6	We	are	from	God.	Whoever	knows	God	listens	
to	us;	whoever	is	not	from	God	does	not	listen	to	us.	By	this	we	know	the	Spirit	of	
truth	and	the	spirit	of	error.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
7	when	therefore	a	man	hath	the	Spirit	of	God	shall	come	into	the	church	of	the	
righteous,	who	have	the	faith	of	God,	and	they	pray	unto	the	Lord;	then	the	holy	angel	
of	God	fills	that	man	with	the	blessed	Spirit,	and	he	speaks	in	the	congregation	as	he	is	
moved	of	God.
8	Thus	therefore	is	the	spirit	of	God	known,	because	whosoever	speaketh	by	the	Spirit	
of	God,	speaketh	as	the	Lord	will.
9	Hear	now	concerning	the	earthly	spirit,	which	is	empty	and	foolish,	and	without	
virtue.	And	first	of	all	the	man	who	is	supposed	to	have	the	Spirit,	(whereas	he	hath	it	
not	in	reality),	exalteth	himself,	and	desires	to	have	the	first	seat,	and	is	wicked,	and	
full	of	words.
10	And	spends	his	time	in	pleasure,	and	in	all	manner	of	voluptuousness;	and	receives	
the	reward	of	his	divination;	which	if	he	receives	not,	he	does	not	divine.
11	Should	the	Spirit	of	God	receive	reward	and	divine?	It	doth	not	become	a	prophet	
of	God	so	to	do.

Micah	3:11
11	Its	heads	give	judgment	for	a	bribe;	its	priests	teach	for	a	price;	its	prophets	
practice	divination	for	money;	yet	they	lean	on	the	LORD	and	say,	"Is	not	the	LORD	in	
the	midst	of	us?	No	disaster	shall	come	upon	us."

Matthew	10:8
8	Heal	the	sick,	raise	the	dead,	cleanse	those	who	have	leprosy,	drive	out	demons.	
Freely	you	have	received;	freely	give.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
12	Thus	you	see	the	life	of	each	of	these	kind	of	prophets.	Wherefore	prove	that	man	
by	his	life	and	works,	who	says	that	he	hath	the	Holy	Spirit.	And	believe	 the	Spirit	
which	comes	from	God,	and	has	power	as	such.	But	believe	not	the	earthly	and	empty	
spirit,	which	is	from	the	devil,	in	whom	there	is	no	faith	nor	virtue.
13	Hear	now	the	similitude	which	I	am	about	to	speak	unto	thee.	Take	a	stone,	and	
throw	it	up	towards	heaven;	or	take	a	spout	of	water,	and	mount	it	up	thitherward;	
and	see	if	thou	canst	reach	unto	heaven.
14	Sir,	said	I,	how	can	this	be	done?	For	neither	of	those	things	which	you	have	
mentioned,	are	possible	to	be	done.	And	he	answered,	Therefore	as	these	things	
cannot	be	done,	so	is	the	earthly	spirit	without	virtue,	and	without	effect.
15	Understand	yet	farther	the	power	which	cometh	from	above,	in	this	similitude.	The	
grains	of	hail	that	drop	down	are	exceedingly	 small;	and	yet	when	they	fall	upon	the	
head	of	a	man,	how	do	they	cause	pain	to	it?
16	And	again;	consider	the	droppings	of	a	house:	how	the	little	drops	falling	upon	the	
earth,	work	a	hollow	in	the	stones.
17	So	in	like	manner	the	least	things	which	come	from	above,	and	fall	upon	the	earth,	
have	great	force.	Wherefore	join	thyself	to	this	spirit,	which	has	the	power;	and	
depart	from	the	other	which	is	empty.

Third	Book	of	Hermas
SIMILITUDE	III.

As	the	green	trees	in	the	winter	cannot	be	distinguished	from	the	dry;	so	neither	can	
the	righteous	from	the	wicked	in	this	present	world.

AGAIN	he	showed	me	many	trees	whose	leaves	were	shed,	and	which	seemed	to	me	
to	be	withered,	for	they	were	all	alike.	And	he	said	unto	me,	Seest	thou	these	trees?	I	
said,	Sir,	I	see	that	they	look	like	dry	trees.

2	He	answering,	said	unto	me;	These	trees	are	like	unto	the	men	who	live	in	the	
present	world.	I	replied:	Sir,	why	are	they	like	unto	dried	trees?	Because,	said	he,	
neither	the	righteous,	nor	unrighteous,	are	known	from	one	another;	but	all	are	alike	
in	this	present	world.

3	For	this	world	is	as	the	winter	to	the	righteous	men, 2	because	they	are	not	known,	
but	dwell	among	sinners.

4	As	in	the	winter	all	the	trees	having	lost	their	leaves,	are	like	dry	trees;	nor	can	it	be	
discerned	which	are	dry	and	which	are	green:	so	in	this	present	world	neither	the	
righteous	nor	wicked	are	discerned	from	each	other;	but	they	are	all	alike.

1John	3:9
9	No	one	who	is	born	of	God	will	continue	to	sin,	because	God's	seed	remains	in	
them;	they	cannot	go	on	sinning,	because	they	have	been	born	of	God.

Odes	of	Solomon		Ode	8
9	Hear	the	word	of	truth,	and	receive	the	knowledge	of	the	Most	High.
10	Your	flesh	has	not	known	what	I	am	saying	to	you	neither	have	your	hearts	known	
what	I	am	showing	to	you.
11	Keep	my	secret,	ye	who	are	kept	by	it:
12	Keep	my	faith,	ye	who	are	kept	by	it.
13	And	understand	my	knowledge,	ye	who	know	me	in	truth.
14	Love	me	with	affection,	ye	who	love:
15	For	I	do	not	turn	away	my	face	from	them	that	are	mine;
16	For	I	know	them,	and	before	they	came	into	being	I	took	knowledge	of	them,	and	
on	their	faces	I	set	my	seal:

Ephesians	4:30
30	And	do	not	grieve	the	Holy	Spirit	of	God,	with	whom	you	were	sealed	for	the	day	
of	redemption.

2	Corinthians	1:20-22
20	For	no	matter	how	many	promises	God	has	made,	they	are	"Yes"	in	Christ.	And	so	
through	him	the	"Amen"	is	spoken	by	us	to	the	glory	of	God.	21	Now	it	is	God	who	
makes	both	us	and	you	stand	firm	in	Christ.	He	anointed	us,	22	set	his	seal	of	
ownership	on	us,	and	put	his	Spirit	in	our	hearts	as	a	deposit,	guaranteeing	what	is	to	
come.

Ephesians	2:8-10
8	For	it	is	by	grace	you	have	been	saved,	through	faith—and	this	is	not	from	
yourselves,	it	is	the	gift	of	God—9	not	by	works,	so	that	no	one	can	boast.	10	For	we	
are	God's	handiwork,	created	in	Christ	Jesus	to	do	good	works,	which	God	prepared	in	
advance	for	us	to	do.

John	8:43-44
43	Why	is	my	language	not	clear	to	you?	Because	you	are	unable	to	hear	what	I	say.	
44	You	belong	to	your	father,	the	devil,	and	you	want	to	carry	out	your	father's	
desires.	He	was	a	murderer	from	the	beginning,	not	holding	to	the	truth,	for	there	is	
no	truth	in	him.	When	he	lies,	he	speaks	his	native	language,	for	he	is	a	liar	and	the	
father	of	lies.	

Third	Book	of	Hermas
SIMILITUDE	IV.

As	in	the	summer	the	living	trees	are	distinguished	from	the	dry	by	their	fruit	and	
green	leaves;	so	in	the	world	to	come	the	righteous	shall	be	distinguished	from	the	
unrighteous	by	their	happiness.

AGAIN	he	showed	me	many	other	trees,	of	which	some	had	leaves,	and	others	
appeared	dry	and	withered.	And	he	said	unto	me,	Seest	thou	these	trees?	I	answered,	
Sir,	I	see	them;	.and	some	are	dry,	and	others	full	of	leaves.
2	These	trees,	saith	he,	which	are	green,	are	the	righteous	which	shall	possess	the	
world	to	come.	For	the	world	to	come,	is	the	summer	to	the	righteous;	but	to	sinners	
it	is	the	winter.
3	When,	therefore,	the	mercy	of	the	Lord	shall	shine	forth,	then	they	who	serve	God	
shall	be	made	manifest,	and	plain	unto	all.	For	as	in	the	summer	the	fruit	of	every	tree	
is	shown	and	made	manifest,	so	also	the	works	of	the	righteous	shall	be	declared	and	
made	manifest,	and	they	shall	be	restored	in	that	world	merry	and	joyful.
4	For	the	other	 1	kind	of	men,	namely	the	wicked,	like	the	trees	which	thou	sawest	
dry,	shall	as	such	be	found	dry	and	without	fruit	in	that	other	world;	and	like	dry	wood	
shall	be	burnt;	and	it	shall	be	made	manifest	that	they	have	done	evil	all	 the	time	of	
their	life;
5	And	they	shall	be	burnt	because	they	have	sinned	and	have	not	repented	of	their	
sins.	And	also	all	the	other	nations	shall	be	burnt,	because	they	have	not	
acknowledged	God	their	Creator.
6	Do	thou	therefore	bring	forth	good	fruit,	that	in	the	summer	thy	fruit	may	be	
known;	and	keep	thyself	from	much	business,	and	thou	shalt	not	offend.	For	they	who	
are	involved	in	much	business,	sin	much;	because	they	are	taken	up	with	their	affairs,	
and	serve	not	God.

7	And	how	can	a	man	that	does	not	serve	God,	ask	anything	of	God,	and	receive	it?	
But	they	who	serve	him,	ask	and	receive	what	they	desire.
8	But,	if	a	man	has	only	one	thing	to	follow,	he	may	serve	God,	because	his	mind	is	not	
taken	off	from	God	but	he	serves	him	with	a	pure	mind.
9	If,	therefore,	thou	shalt	do	this,	thou	mayest	have	fruit	in	the	world	to	come;	and	all,	
as	many	as	shall	do	in	like	manner,	shall	bring	forth	fruit.

Matthew	7:17-20
17	Likewise,	every	good	tree	bears	good	fruit,	but	a	bad	tree	bears	bad	fruit.	18	A	
good	tree	cannot	bear	bad	fruit,	and	a	bad	tree	cannot	bear	good	fruit.	19	Every	tree	
that	does	not	bear	good	fruit	is	cut	down	and	thrown	into	the	fire.	20	Thus,	by	their	
fruit	you	will	recognize	them.

The	Gospel	of	Philip	- Nag	Hammadi
Sowing and Reaping

Whoever sows in winter reaps in summer. Winter is the world, summer is the other, 
eternal realm. Let us sow in the world to reap in summer. And for this reason we 
should not pray in winter.
From winter comes summer. If someone reaps in winter, the person will not really reap 
but will pull out the young plants, and such do not produce a crop. [That person’s field] 
is barren not only [now] but also on the sabbath.

Who	was	this	world	made	for?	Spiritual	vs	Earthen	vessels	and	how	to	tell	the	
difference?
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Job		9:24	NIV
24	When	a	land	falls	into	the	hands	of	the	wicked,	he	blindfolds	its	judges.	If	it	is	not	
he,	then	who	is	it?	The	Earth	was	given	to	the	wicked
KJV
24	The	earth	is	given	into	the	hand	of	the	wicked:	he	covereth	the	faces	of	the	judges	
thereof;	if	not,	where,	and	who	is	he?

2	Esdras	8:1-3
1 And	he	answered	me,	saying,	The	most	High	hath	made	this	world	for	many,	but	the	
world	to	come	for	few. 2 I	will	tell	thee	a	similitude,	Esdras;	As	when	thou	askest	the	
earth,	it	shall	say	unto	thee,	that	it	giveth	much	mould	whereof	earthen	vessels	are	
made,	but	little	dust	that	gold	cometh	of:	even	so	is	the	course	of	this	present	world.
3 There	be	many	created,	but	few	shall	be	saved.

The	Gospel	of	Thomas	56
56.	Jesus	said,	"Whoever	has	come	to	know	the	world	has	discovered	a	carcass,	and	
whoever	has	discovered	a	carcass,	of	that	person	the	world	is	not	worthy."

The	Teachings	of	Silvanus	- Nag	Hammadi	(98,	8-20)
Entrust	Yourself	to	God	Alone

Entrust	yourself	to	God	alone,	both	as	father	and	as	friend.		For	everyone	goes	about	
in	deceit.		The	whole	earth	is	full	of	suffering	and	pain,	things	in	which	there	is	no	
profit.		If	you	wish	to	lead	you	life	in	tranquility,	do	no	keep	company	with	anyone.		
Even	if	you	do	keep	company	with	them,	be	as	if	you	do	not.		Be	pleasing	to	God,	and	
you	will	not	need	anyone.

Christ	is	the	True	Light	(98,	20-99,	15)
Live	with	Christ,	and	he	will	save	you.		For	he	is	the	true	light	and	the	sun	of	life.		Just	
as	the	visible	son	shines	on	physical	eyes.,	so	Christ	illuminates	every	mind	and	heart.		
For	if	one	who	is	wicked	during	his	lifetime	has	an	evil	death,	how	much	more	so	does	
one	who	has	a	blind	mind.		For	every	blind	person	[remains	incapable	]	of	seeing	it.		
[So	I	is]	with	people	who	do	not	have	a	sound	mind.		They	do	no	delight	in	acquiring	
the	light	of	Christ,	which,	is	reason.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
That	the	spirits	and	prophets	are	to	be	tried	by	their	works;	and	of	a	twofold	spirit.
HE	shewed	me	certain	men	sitting	upon	benches,	and	one	sitting	in	a	chair:	and	he	
said	unto	me	seest	thou	who	sit	upon	the	benches?	Sir,	said	I,	I	see	them.	He	
answered,	They	are	the	faithful;	and	he	who	sits	in	the	chair	is	an	earthly	spirit.
2	For	he	cometh	not	into	 1 the	assembly	of	the	faithful,	but	avoids	it.	But	he	joins	
himself	to	the	doubtful	and	empty;	and	prophesies	to	them	in	corners	and	hidden	
places;	and	pleases	them	by	speaking	according	to	all	the	desires	of	their	hearts.
3	For	he	placing	himself	among	empty	vessels,	is	not	broken,	but	the	one	fitteth	the	
other.	But	when	he	cometh	into	the	company	of	just	men,	 2 who	are	full	of	the	spirit	
of	God,	and	they	pray	unto	the	Lord;	that	man	is	 3 emptied	because	that	earthly	spirit	
flies	from	him,	and	he	is	dumb,	and	cannot	speak	anything.

Proverbs	28:1
1	The	wicked	flee	when	no	man	pursueth:	but	the	righteous	are	bold	as	a	lion.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
4	As	if	in	a	store-house	you	shall	stop	up	wine	or	oil;	and	among	those	vessels	shall	
place	an	empty	jar;	and	shall	afterwards	come	to	open	it,	you	shall	find	it	empty	as	
you	stopped	it	up:	so	those	empty	prophets	when	they	come	among	the	spirits	of	the	
just,	are	found	to	be	such	as	they	came. 4
5	¶	I	said,	How	then	shall	a	man	be	able	to	discern	them?	Consider	what	I	am	going	to	
say	considering	both	kinds	of	 5 men;	and	as	I	speak	unto	thee	so	shalt	thou	prove	the	
prophet	of	God,	and	the	false	prophet.
6	And	first	try	the	man	who	hath	the	spirit	of	God;	because	the	spirit	which	is	from	
above	is	humble,	and	quiet;	and	departs	from	all	wickedness;	and	from	the	vain	
desires	of	the	present	world;	and	makes	himself	more	humble	than	all	men;	and	
answers	to	none	when	he	is	asked;	nor	to	every	one	singly:	for	the	Spirit	of	God	doth	
not	speak	to	a	man	when	he	will,	but	when	God	pleases.

1	John	4:1-6
1	Beloved,	do	not	believe	every	spirit,	but	test	the	spirits	to	see	whether	they	are	from	
God,	for	many	false	prophets	have	gone	out	into	the	world.	2	By	this	you	know	the	
Spirit	of	God:	every	spirit	that	confesses	that	Jesus	Christ	has	come	in	the	flesh	is	from	
God,	3	and	every	spirit	that	does	not	confess	Jesus	is	not	from	God.	This	is	the	spirit	of	
the	antichrist,	which	you	heard	was	coming	and	now	is	in	the	world	already.	4	Little	
children,	you	are	from	God	and	have	overcome	them,	for	he	who	is	in	you	is	greater	
than	he	who	is	in	the	world.	5	They	are	from	the	world;	therefore	they	speak	from	the	
world,	and	the	world	listens	to	them.	6	We	are	from	God.	Whoever	knows	God	listens	
to	us;	whoever	is	not	from	God	does	not	listen	to	us.	By	this	we	know	the	Spirit	of	
truth	and	the	spirit	of	error.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
7	when	therefore	a	man	hath	the	Spirit	of	God	shall	come	into	the	church	of	the	
righteous,	who	have	the	faith	of	God,	and	they	pray	unto	the	Lord;	then	the	holy	angel	
of	God	fills	that	man	with	the	blessed	Spirit,	and	he	speaks	in	the	congregation	as	he	is	
moved	of	God.
8	Thus	therefore	is	the	spirit	of	God	known,	because	whosoever	speaketh	by	the	Spirit	
of	God,	speaketh	as	the	Lord	will.
9	Hear	now	concerning	the	earthly	spirit,	which	is	empty	and	foolish,	and	without	
virtue.	And	first	of	all	the	man	who	is	supposed	to	have	the	Spirit,	(whereas	he	hath	it	
not	in	reality),	exalteth	himself,	and	desires	to	have	the	first	seat,	and	is	wicked,	and	
full	of	words.
10	And	spends	his	time	in	pleasure,	and	in	all	manner	of	voluptuousness;	and	receives	
the	reward	of	his	divination;	which	if	he	receives	not,	he	does	not	divine.
11	Should	the	Spirit	of	God	receive	reward	and	divine?	It	doth	not	become	a	prophet	
of	God	so	to	do.

Micah	3:11
11	Its	heads	give	judgment	for	a	bribe;	its	priests	teach	for	a	price;	its	prophets	
practice	divination	for	money;	yet	they	lean	on	the	LORD	and	say,	"Is	not	the	LORD	in	
the	midst	of	us?	No	disaster	shall	come	upon	us."

Matthew	10:8
8	Heal	the	sick,	raise	the	dead,	cleanse	those	who	have	leprosy,	drive	out	demons.	
Freely	you	have	received;	freely	give.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
12	Thus	you	see	the	life	of	each	of	these	kind	of	prophets.	Wherefore	prove	that	man	
by	his	life	and	works,	who	says	that	he	hath	the	Holy	Spirit.	And	believe	 the	Spirit	
which	comes	from	God,	and	has	power	as	such.	But	believe	not	the	earthly	and	empty	
spirit,	which	is	from	the	devil,	in	whom	there	is	no	faith	nor	virtue.
13	Hear	now	the	similitude	which	I	am	about	to	speak	unto	thee.	Take	a	stone,	and	
throw	it	up	towards	heaven;	or	take	a	spout	of	water,	and	mount	it	up	thitherward;	
and	see	if	thou	canst	reach	unto	heaven.
14	Sir,	said	I,	how	can	this	be	done?	For	neither	of	those	things	which	you	have	
mentioned,	are	possible	to	be	done.	And	he	answered,	Therefore	as	these	things	
cannot	be	done,	so	is	the	earthly	spirit	without	virtue,	and	without	effect.
15	Understand	yet	farther	the	power	which	cometh	from	above,	in	this	similitude.	The	
grains	of	hail	that	drop	down	are	exceedingly	 small;	and	yet	when	they	fall	upon	the	
head	of	a	man,	how	do	they	cause	pain	to	it?
16	And	again;	consider	the	droppings	of	a	house:	how	the	little	drops	falling	upon	the	
earth,	work	a	hollow	in	the	stones.
17	So	in	like	manner	the	least	things	which	come	from	above,	and	fall	upon	the	earth,	
have	great	force.	Wherefore	join	thyself	to	this	spirit,	which	has	the	power;	and	
depart	from	the	other	which	is	empty.

Third	Book	of	Hermas
SIMILITUDE	III.

As	the	green	trees	in	the	winter	cannot	be	distinguished	from	the	dry;	so	neither	can	
the	righteous	from	the	wicked	in	this	present	world.

AGAIN	he	showed	me	many	trees	whose	leaves	were	shed,	and	which	seemed	to	me	
to	be	withered,	for	they	were	all	alike.	And	he	said	unto	me,	Seest	thou	these	trees?	I	
said,	Sir,	I	see	that	they	look	like	dry	trees.

2	He	answering,	said	unto	me;	These	trees	are	like	unto	the	men	who	live	in	the	
present	world.	I	replied:	Sir,	why	are	they	like	unto	dried	trees?	Because,	said	he,	
neither	the	righteous,	nor	unrighteous,	are	known	from	one	another;	but	all	are	alike	
in	this	present	world.

3	For	this	world	is	as	the	winter	to	the	righteous	men, 2	because	they	are	not	known,	
but	dwell	among	sinners.

4	As	in	the	winter	all	the	trees	having	lost	their	leaves,	are	like	dry	trees;	nor	can	it	be	
discerned	which	are	dry	and	which	are	green:	so	in	this	present	world	neither	the	
righteous	nor	wicked	are	discerned	from	each	other;	but	they	are	all	alike.

1John	3:9
9	No	one	who	is	born	of	God	will	continue	to	sin,	because	God's	seed	remains	in	
them;	they	cannot	go	on	sinning,	because	they	have	been	born	of	God.

Odes	of	Solomon		Ode	8
9	Hear	the	word	of	truth,	and	receive	the	knowledge	of	the	Most	High.
10	Your	flesh	has	not	known	what	I	am	saying	to	you	neither	have	your	hearts	known	
what	I	am	showing	to	you.
11	Keep	my	secret,	ye	who	are	kept	by	it:
12	Keep	my	faith,	ye	who	are	kept	by	it.
13	And	understand	my	knowledge,	ye	who	know	me	in	truth.
14	Love	me	with	affection,	ye	who	love:
15	For	I	do	not	turn	away	my	face	from	them	that	are	mine;
16	For	I	know	them,	and	before	they	came	into	being	I	took	knowledge	of	them,	and	
on	their	faces	I	set	my	seal:

Ephesians	4:30
30	And	do	not	grieve	the	Holy	Spirit	of	God,	with	whom	you	were	sealed	for	the	day	
of	redemption.

2	Corinthians	1:20-22
20	For	no	matter	how	many	promises	God	has	made,	they	are	"Yes"	in	Christ.	And	so	
through	him	the	"Amen"	is	spoken	by	us	to	the	glory	of	God.	21	Now	it	is	God	who	
makes	both	us	and	you	stand	firm	in	Christ.	He	anointed	us,	22	set	his	seal	of	
ownership	on	us,	and	put	his	Spirit	in	our	hearts	as	a	deposit,	guaranteeing	what	is	to	
come.

Ephesians	2:8-10
8	For	it	is	by	grace	you	have	been	saved,	through	faith—and	this	is	not	from	
yourselves,	it	is	the	gift	of	God—9	not	by	works,	so	that	no	one	can	boast.	10	For	we	
are	God's	handiwork,	created	in	Christ	Jesus	to	do	good	works,	which	God	prepared	in	
advance	for	us	to	do.

John	8:43-44
43	Why	is	my	language	not	clear	to	you?	Because	you	are	unable	to	hear	what	I	say.	
44	You	belong	to	your	father,	the	devil,	and	you	want	to	carry	out	your	father's	
desires.	He	was	a	murderer	from	the	beginning,	not	holding	to	the	truth,	for	there	is	
no	truth	in	him.	When	he	lies,	he	speaks	his	native	language,	for	he	is	a	liar	and	the	
father	of	lies.	

Third	Book	of	Hermas
SIMILITUDE	IV.

As	in	the	summer	the	living	trees	are	distinguished	from	the	dry	by	their	fruit	and	
green	leaves;	so	in	the	world	to	come	the	righteous	shall	be	distinguished	from	the	
unrighteous	by	their	happiness.

AGAIN	he	showed	me	many	other	trees,	of	which	some	had	leaves,	and	others	
appeared	dry	and	withered.	And	he	said	unto	me,	Seest	thou	these	trees?	I	answered,	
Sir,	I	see	them;	.and	some	are	dry,	and	others	full	of	leaves.
2	These	trees,	saith	he,	which	are	green,	are	the	righteous	which	shall	possess	the	
world	to	come.	For	the	world	to	come,	is	the	summer	to	the	righteous;	but	to	sinners	
it	is	the	winter.
3	When,	therefore,	the	mercy	of	the	Lord	shall	shine	forth,	then	they	who	serve	God	
shall	be	made	manifest,	and	plain	unto	all.	For	as	in	the	summer	the	fruit	of	every	tree	
is	shown	and	made	manifest,	so	also	the	works	of	the	righteous	shall	be	declared	and	
made	manifest,	and	they	shall	be	restored	in	that	world	merry	and	joyful.
4	For	the	other	 1	kind	of	men,	namely	the	wicked,	like	the	trees	which	thou	sawest	
dry,	shall	as	such	be	found	dry	and	without	fruit	in	that	other	world;	and	like	dry	wood	
shall	be	burnt;	and	it	shall	be	made	manifest	that	they	have	done	evil	all	 the	time	of	
their	life;
5	And	they	shall	be	burnt	because	they	have	sinned	and	have	not	repented	of	their	
sins.	And	also	all	the	other	nations	shall	be	burnt,	because	they	have	not	
acknowledged	God	their	Creator.
6	Do	thou	therefore	bring	forth	good	fruit,	that	in	the	summer	thy	fruit	may	be	
known;	and	keep	thyself	from	much	business,	and	thou	shalt	not	offend.	For	they	who	
are	involved	in	much	business,	sin	much;	because	they	are	taken	up	with	their	affairs,	
and	serve	not	God.

7	And	how	can	a	man	that	does	not	serve	God,	ask	anything	of	God,	and	receive	it?	
But	they	who	serve	him,	ask	and	receive	what	they	desire.
8	But,	if	a	man	has	only	one	thing	to	follow,	he	may	serve	God,	because	his	mind	is	not	
taken	off	from	God	but	he	serves	him	with	a	pure	mind.
9	If,	therefore,	thou	shalt	do	this,	thou	mayest	have	fruit	in	the	world	to	come;	and	all,	
as	many	as	shall	do	in	like	manner,	shall	bring	forth	fruit.

Matthew	7:17-20
17	Likewise,	every	good	tree	bears	good	fruit,	but	a	bad	tree	bears	bad	fruit.	18	A	
good	tree	cannot	bear	bad	fruit,	and	a	bad	tree	cannot	bear	good	fruit.	19	Every	tree	
that	does	not	bear	good	fruit	is	cut	down	and	thrown	into	the	fire.	20	Thus,	by	their	
fruit	you	will	recognize	them.

The	Gospel	of	Philip	- Nag	Hammadi
Sowing and Reaping

Whoever sows in winter reaps in summer. Winter is the world, summer is the other, 
eternal realm. Let us sow in the world to reap in summer. And for this reason we 
should not pray in winter.
From winter comes summer. If someone reaps in winter, the person will not really reap 
but will pull out the young plants, and such do not produce a crop. [That person’s field] 
is barren not only [now] but also on the sabbath.

Who	was	this	world	made	for?	Spiritual	vs	Earthen	vessels	and	how	to	tell	the	
difference?

Who was 
this world…
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Job		9:24	NIV
24	When	a	land	falls	into	the	hands	of	the	wicked,	he	blindfolds	its	judges.	If	it	is	not	
he,	then	who	is	it?	The	Earth	was	given	to	the	wicked
KJV
24	The	earth	is	given	into	the	hand	of	the	wicked:	he	covereth	the	faces	of	the	judges	
thereof;	if	not,	where,	and	who	is	he?

2	Esdras	8:1-3
1 And	he	answered	me,	saying,	The	most	High	hath	made	this	world	for	many,	but	the	
world	to	come	for	few. 2 I	will	tell	thee	a	similitude,	Esdras;	As	when	thou	askest	the	
earth,	it	shall	say	unto	thee,	that	it	giveth	much	mould	whereof	earthen	vessels	are	
made,	but	little	dust	that	gold	cometh	of:	even	so	is	the	course	of	this	present	world.
3 There	be	many	created,	but	few	shall	be	saved.

The	Gospel	of	Thomas	56
56.	Jesus	said,	"Whoever	has	come	to	know	the	world	has	discovered	a	carcass,	and	
whoever	has	discovered	a	carcass,	of	that	person	the	world	is	not	worthy."

The	Teachings	of	Silvanus	- Nag	Hammadi	(98,	8-20)
Entrust	Yourself	to	God	Alone

Entrust	yourself	to	God	alone,	both	as	father	and	as	friend.		For	everyone	goes	about	
in	deceit.		The	whole	earth	is	full	of	suffering	and	pain,	things	in	which	there	is	no	
profit.		If	you	wish	to	lead	you	life	in	tranquility,	do	no	keep	company	with	anyone.		
Even	if	you	do	keep	company	with	them,	be	as	if	you	do	not.		Be	pleasing	to	God,	and	
you	will	not	need	anyone.

Christ	is	the	True	Light	(98,	20-99,	15)
Live	with	Christ,	and	he	will	save	you.		For	he	is	the	true	light	and	the	sun	of	life.		Just	
as	the	visible	son	shines	on	physical	eyes.,	so	Christ	illuminates	every	mind	and	heart.		
For	if	one	who	is	wicked	during	his	lifetime	has	an	evil	death,	how	much	more	so	does	
one	who	has	a	blind	mind.		For	every	blind	person	[remains	incapable	]	of	seeing	it.		
[So	I	is]	with	people	who	do	not	have	a	sound	mind.		They	do	no	delight	in	acquiring	
the	light	of	Christ,	which,	is	reason.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
That	the	spirits	and	prophets	are	to	be	tried	by	their	works;	and	of	a	twofold	spirit.
HE	shewed	me	certain	men	sitting	upon	benches,	and	one	sitting	in	a	chair:	and	he	
said	unto	me	seest	thou	who	sit	upon	the	benches?	Sir,	said	I,	I	see	them.	He	
answered,	They	are	the	faithful;	and	he	who	sits	in	the	chair	is	an	earthly	spirit.
2	For	he	cometh	not	into	 1 the	assembly	of	the	faithful,	but	avoids	it.	But	he	joins	
himself	to	the	doubtful	and	empty;	and	prophesies	to	them	in	corners	and	hidden	
places;	and	pleases	them	by	speaking	according	to	all	the	desires	of	their	hearts.
3	For	he	placing	himself	among	empty	vessels,	is	not	broken,	but	the	one	fitteth	the	
other.	But	when	he	cometh	into	the	company	of	just	men,	 2 who	are	full	of	the	spirit	
of	God,	and	they	pray	unto	the	Lord;	that	man	is	 3 emptied	because	that	earthly	spirit	
flies	from	him,	and	he	is	dumb,	and	cannot	speak	anything.

Proverbs	28:1
1	The	wicked	flee	when	no	man	pursueth:	but	the	righteous	are	bold	as	a	lion.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
4	As	if	in	a	store-house	you	shall	stop	up	wine	or	oil;	and	among	those	vessels	shall	
place	an	empty	jar;	and	shall	afterwards	come	to	open	it,	you	shall	find	it	empty	as	
you	stopped	it	up:	so	those	empty	prophets	when	they	come	among	the	spirits	of	the	
just,	are	found	to	be	such	as	they	came. 4
5	¶	I	said,	How	then	shall	a	man	be	able	to	discern	them?	Consider	what	I	am	going	to	
say	considering	both	kinds	of	 5 men;	and	as	I	speak	unto	thee	so	shalt	thou	prove	the	
prophet	of	God,	and	the	false	prophet.
6	And	first	try	the	man	who	hath	the	spirit	of	God;	because	the	spirit	which	is	from	
above	is	humble,	and	quiet;	and	departs	from	all	wickedness;	and	from	the	vain	
desires	of	the	present	world;	and	makes	himself	more	humble	than	all	men;	and	
answers	to	none	when	he	is	asked;	nor	to	every	one	singly:	for	the	Spirit	of	God	doth	
not	speak	to	a	man	when	he	will,	but	when	God	pleases.

1	John	4:1-6
1	Beloved,	do	not	believe	every	spirit,	but	test	the	spirits	to	see	whether	they	are	from	
God,	for	many	false	prophets	have	gone	out	into	the	world.	2	By	this	you	know	the	
Spirit	of	God:	every	spirit	that	confesses	that	Jesus	Christ	has	come	in	the	flesh	is	from	
God,	3	and	every	spirit	that	does	not	confess	Jesus	is	not	from	God.	This	is	the	spirit	of	
the	antichrist,	which	you	heard	was	coming	and	now	is	in	the	world	already.	4	Little	
children,	you	are	from	God	and	have	overcome	them,	for	he	who	is	in	you	is	greater	
than	he	who	is	in	the	world.	5	They	are	from	the	world;	therefore	they	speak	from	the	
world,	and	the	world	listens	to	them.	6	We	are	from	God.	Whoever	knows	God	listens	
to	us;	whoever	is	not	from	God	does	not	listen	to	us.	By	this	we	know	the	Spirit	of	
truth	and	the	spirit	of	error.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
7	when	therefore	a	man	hath	the	Spirit	of	God	shall	come	into	the	church	of	the	
righteous,	who	have	the	faith	of	God,	and	they	pray	unto	the	Lord;	then	the	holy	angel	
of	God	fills	that	man	with	the	blessed	Spirit,	and	he	speaks	in	the	congregation	as	he	is	
moved	of	God.
8	Thus	therefore	is	the	spirit	of	God	known,	because	whosoever	speaketh	by	the	Spirit	
of	God,	speaketh	as	the	Lord	will.
9	Hear	now	concerning	the	earthly	spirit,	which	is	empty	and	foolish,	and	without	
virtue.	And	first	of	all	the	man	who	is	supposed	to	have	the	Spirit,	(whereas	he	hath	it	
not	in	reality),	exalteth	himself,	and	desires	to	have	the	first	seat,	and	is	wicked,	and	
full	of	words.
10	And	spends	his	time	in	pleasure,	and	in	all	manner	of	voluptuousness;	and	receives	
the	reward	of	his	divination;	which	if	he	receives	not,	he	does	not	divine.
11	Should	the	Spirit	of	God	receive	reward	and	divine?	It	doth	not	become	a	prophet	
of	God	so	to	do.

Micah	3:11
11	Its	heads	give	judgment	for	a	bribe;	its	priests	teach	for	a	price;	its	prophets	
practice	divination	for	money;	yet	they	lean	on	the	LORD	and	say,	"Is	not	the	LORD	in	
the	midst	of	us?	No	disaster	shall	come	upon	us."

Matthew	10:8
8	Heal	the	sick,	raise	the	dead,	cleanse	those	who	have	leprosy,	drive	out	demons.	
Freely	you	have	received;	freely	give.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
12	Thus	you	see	the	life	of	each	of	these	kind	of	prophets.	Wherefore	prove	that	man	
by	his	life	and	works,	who	says	that	he	hath	the	Holy	Spirit.	And	believe	 the	Spirit	
which	comes	from	God,	and	has	power	as	such.	But	believe	not	the	earthly	and	empty	
spirit,	which	is	from	the	devil,	in	whom	there	is	no	faith	nor	virtue.
13	Hear	now	the	similitude	which	I	am	about	to	speak	unto	thee.	Take	a	stone,	and	
throw	it	up	towards	heaven;	or	take	a	spout	of	water,	and	mount	it	up	thitherward;	
and	see	if	thou	canst	reach	unto	heaven.
14	Sir,	said	I,	how	can	this	be	done?	For	neither	of	those	things	which	you	have	
mentioned,	are	possible	to	be	done.	And	he	answered,	Therefore	as	these	things	
cannot	be	done,	so	is	the	earthly	spirit	without	virtue,	and	without	effect.
15	Understand	yet	farther	the	power	which	cometh	from	above,	in	this	similitude.	The	
grains	of	hail	that	drop	down	are	exceedingly	 small;	and	yet	when	they	fall	upon	the	
head	of	a	man,	how	do	they	cause	pain	to	it?
16	And	again;	consider	the	droppings	of	a	house:	how	the	little	drops	falling	upon	the	
earth,	work	a	hollow	in	the	stones.
17	So	in	like	manner	the	least	things	which	come	from	above,	and	fall	upon	the	earth,	
have	great	force.	Wherefore	join	thyself	to	this	spirit,	which	has	the	power;	and	
depart	from	the	other	which	is	empty.

Third	Book	of	Hermas
SIMILITUDE	III.

As	the	green	trees	in	the	winter	cannot	be	distinguished	from	the	dry;	so	neither	can	
the	righteous	from	the	wicked	in	this	present	world.

AGAIN	he	showed	me	many	trees	whose	leaves	were	shed,	and	which	seemed	to	me	
to	be	withered,	for	they	were	all	alike.	And	he	said	unto	me,	Seest	thou	these	trees?	I	
said,	Sir,	I	see	that	they	look	like	dry	trees.

2	He	answering,	said	unto	me;	These	trees	are	like	unto	the	men	who	live	in	the	
present	world.	I	replied:	Sir,	why	are	they	like	unto	dried	trees?	Because,	said	he,	
neither	the	righteous,	nor	unrighteous,	are	known	from	one	another;	but	all	are	alike	
in	this	present	world.

3	For	this	world	is	as	the	winter	to	the	righteous	men, 2	because	they	are	not	known,	
but	dwell	among	sinners.

4	As	in	the	winter	all	the	trees	having	lost	their	leaves,	are	like	dry	trees;	nor	can	it	be	
discerned	which	are	dry	and	which	are	green:	so	in	this	present	world	neither	the	
righteous	nor	wicked	are	discerned	from	each	other;	but	they	are	all	alike.

1John	3:9
9	No	one	who	is	born	of	God	will	continue	to	sin,	because	God's	seed	remains	in	
them;	they	cannot	go	on	sinning,	because	they	have	been	born	of	God.

Odes	of	Solomon		Ode	8
9	Hear	the	word	of	truth,	and	receive	the	knowledge	of	the	Most	High.
10	Your	flesh	has	not	known	what	I	am	saying	to	you	neither	have	your	hearts	known	
what	I	am	showing	to	you.
11	Keep	my	secret,	ye	who	are	kept	by	it:
12	Keep	my	faith,	ye	who	are	kept	by	it.
13	And	understand	my	knowledge,	ye	who	know	me	in	truth.
14	Love	me	with	affection,	ye	who	love:
15	For	I	do	not	turn	away	my	face	from	them	that	are	mine;
16	For	I	know	them,	and	before	they	came	into	being	I	took	knowledge	of	them,	and	
on	their	faces	I	set	my	seal:

Ephesians	4:30
30	And	do	not	grieve	the	Holy	Spirit	of	God,	with	whom	you	were	sealed	for	the	day	
of	redemption.

2	Corinthians	1:20-22
20	For	no	matter	how	many	promises	God	has	made,	they	are	"Yes"	in	Christ.	And	so	
through	him	the	"Amen"	is	spoken	by	us	to	the	glory	of	God.	21	Now	it	is	God	who	
makes	both	us	and	you	stand	firm	in	Christ.	He	anointed	us,	22	set	his	seal	of	
ownership	on	us,	and	put	his	Spirit	in	our	hearts	as	a	deposit,	guaranteeing	what	is	to	
come.

Ephesians	2:8-10
8	For	it	is	by	grace	you	have	been	saved,	through	faith—and	this	is	not	from	
yourselves,	it	is	the	gift	of	God—9	not	by	works,	so	that	no	one	can	boast.	10	For	we	
are	God's	handiwork,	created	in	Christ	Jesus	to	do	good	works,	which	God	prepared	in	
advance	for	us	to	do.

John	8:43-44
43	Why	is	my	language	not	clear	to	you?	Because	you	are	unable	to	hear	what	I	say.	
44	You	belong	to	your	father,	the	devil,	and	you	want	to	carry	out	your	father's	
desires.	He	was	a	murderer	from	the	beginning,	not	holding	to	the	truth,	for	there	is	
no	truth	in	him.	When	he	lies,	he	speaks	his	native	language,	for	he	is	a	liar	and	the	
father	of	lies.	

Third	Book	of	Hermas
SIMILITUDE	IV.

As	in	the	summer	the	living	trees	are	distinguished	from	the	dry	by	their	fruit	and	
green	leaves;	so	in	the	world	to	come	the	righteous	shall	be	distinguished	from	the	
unrighteous	by	their	happiness.

AGAIN	he	showed	me	many	other	trees,	of	which	some	had	leaves,	and	others	
appeared	dry	and	withered.	And	he	said	unto	me,	Seest	thou	these	trees?	I	answered,	
Sir,	I	see	them;	.and	some	are	dry,	and	others	full	of	leaves.
2	These	trees,	saith	he,	which	are	green,	are	the	righteous	which	shall	possess	the	
world	to	come.	For	the	world	to	come,	is	the	summer	to	the	righteous;	but	to	sinners	
it	is	the	winter.
3	When,	therefore,	the	mercy	of	the	Lord	shall	shine	forth,	then	they	who	serve	God	
shall	be	made	manifest,	and	plain	unto	all.	For	as	in	the	summer	the	fruit	of	every	tree	
is	shown	and	made	manifest,	so	also	the	works	of	the	righteous	shall	be	declared	and	
made	manifest,	and	they	shall	be	restored	in	that	world	merry	and	joyful.
4	For	the	other	 1	kind	of	men,	namely	the	wicked,	like	the	trees	which	thou	sawest	
dry,	shall	as	such	be	found	dry	and	without	fruit	in	that	other	world;	and	like	dry	wood	
shall	be	burnt;	and	it	shall	be	made	manifest	that	they	have	done	evil	all	 the	time	of	
their	life;
5	And	they	shall	be	burnt	because	they	have	sinned	and	have	not	repented	of	their	
sins.	And	also	all	the	other	nations	shall	be	burnt,	because	they	have	not	
acknowledged	God	their	Creator.
6	Do	thou	therefore	bring	forth	good	fruit,	that	in	the	summer	thy	fruit	may	be	
known;	and	keep	thyself	from	much	business,	and	thou	shalt	not	offend.	For	they	who	
are	involved	in	much	business,	sin	much;	because	they	are	taken	up	with	their	affairs,	
and	serve	not	God.

7	And	how	can	a	man	that	does	not	serve	God,	ask	anything	of	God,	and	receive	it?	
But	they	who	serve	him,	ask	and	receive	what	they	desire.
8	But,	if	a	man	has	only	one	thing	to	follow,	he	may	serve	God,	because	his	mind	is	not	
taken	off	from	God	but	he	serves	him	with	a	pure	mind.
9	If,	therefore,	thou	shalt	do	this,	thou	mayest	have	fruit	in	the	world	to	come;	and	all,	
as	many	as	shall	do	in	like	manner,	shall	bring	forth	fruit.

Matthew	7:17-20
17	Likewise,	every	good	tree	bears	good	fruit,	but	a	bad	tree	bears	bad	fruit.	18	A	
good	tree	cannot	bear	bad	fruit,	and	a	bad	tree	cannot	bear	good	fruit.	19	Every	tree	
that	does	not	bear	good	fruit	is	cut	down	and	thrown	into	the	fire.	20	Thus,	by	their	
fruit	you	will	recognize	them.

The	Gospel	of	Philip	- Nag	Hammadi
Sowing and Reaping

Whoever sows in winter reaps in summer. Winter is the world, summer is the other, 
eternal realm. Let us sow in the world to reap in summer. And for this reason we 
should not pray in winter.
From winter comes summer. If someone reaps in winter, the person will not really reap 
but will pull out the young plants, and such do not produce a crop. [That person’s field] 
is barren not only [now] but also on the sabbath.

Who	was	this	world	made	for?	Spiritual	vs	Earthen	vessels	and	how	to	tell	the	
difference?

Who was 
this world…
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Job		9:24	NIV
24	When	a	land	falls	into	the	hands	of	the	wicked,	he	blindfolds	its	judges.	If	it	is	not	
he,	then	who	is	it?	The	Earth	was	given	to	the	wicked
KJV
24	The	earth	is	given	into	the	hand	of	the	wicked:	he	covereth	the	faces	of	the	judges	
thereof;	if	not,	where,	and	who	is	he?

2	Esdras	8:1-3
1 And	he	answered	me,	saying,	The	most	High	hath	made	this	world	for	many,	but	the	
world	to	come	for	few. 2 I	will	tell	thee	a	similitude,	Esdras;	As	when	thou	askest	the	
earth,	it	shall	say	unto	thee,	that	it	giveth	much	mould	whereof	earthen	vessels	are	
made,	but	little	dust	that	gold	cometh	of:	even	so	is	the	course	of	this	present	world.
3 There	be	many	created,	but	few	shall	be	saved.

The	Gospel	of	Thomas	56
56.	Jesus	said,	"Whoever	has	come	to	know	the	world	has	discovered	a	carcass,	and	
whoever	has	discovered	a	carcass,	of	that	person	the	world	is	not	worthy."

The	Teachings	of	Silvanus	- Nag	Hammadi	(98,	8-20)
Entrust	Yourself	to	God	Alone

Entrust	yourself	to	God	alone,	both	as	father	and	as	friend.		For	everyone	goes	about	
in	deceit.		The	whole	earth	is	full	of	suffering	and	pain,	things	in	which	there	is	no	
profit.		If	you	wish	to	lead	you	life	in	tranquility,	do	no	keep	company	with	anyone.		
Even	if	you	do	keep	company	with	them,	be	as	if	you	do	not.		Be	pleasing	to	God,	and	
you	will	not	need	anyone.

Christ	is	the	True	Light	(98,	20-99,	15)
Live	with	Christ,	and	he	will	save	you.		For	he	is	the	true	light	and	the	sun	of	life.		Just	
as	the	visible	son	shines	on	physical	eyes.,	so	Christ	illuminates	every	mind	and	heart.		
For	if	one	who	is	wicked	during	his	lifetime	has	an	evil	death,	how	much	more	so	does	
one	who	has	a	blind	mind.		For	every	blind	person	[remains	incapable	]	of	seeing	it.		
[So	I	is]	with	people	who	do	not	have	a	sound	mind.		They	do	no	delight	in	acquiring	
the	light	of	Christ,	which,	is	reason.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
That	the	spirits	and	prophets	are	to	be	tried	by	their	works;	and	of	a	twofold	spirit.
HE	shewed	me	certain	men	sitting	upon	benches,	and	one	sitting	in	a	chair:	and	he	
said	unto	me	seest	thou	who	sit	upon	the	benches?	Sir,	said	I,	I	see	them.	He	
answered,	They	are	the	faithful;	and	he	who	sits	in	the	chair	is	an	earthly	spirit.
2	For	he	cometh	not	into	 1 the	assembly	of	the	faithful,	but	avoids	it.	But	he	joins	
himself	to	the	doubtful	and	empty;	and	prophesies	to	them	in	corners	and	hidden	
places;	and	pleases	them	by	speaking	according	to	all	the	desires	of	their	hearts.
3	For	he	placing	himself	among	empty	vessels,	is	not	broken,	but	the	one	fitteth	the	
other.	But	when	he	cometh	into	the	company	of	just	men,	 2 who	are	full	of	the	spirit	
of	God,	and	they	pray	unto	the	Lord;	that	man	is	 3 emptied	because	that	earthly	spirit	
flies	from	him,	and	he	is	dumb,	and	cannot	speak	anything.

Proverbs	28:1
1	The	wicked	flee	when	no	man	pursueth:	but	the	righteous	are	bold	as	a	lion.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
4	As	if	in	a	store-house	you	shall	stop	up	wine	or	oil;	and	among	those	vessels	shall	
place	an	empty	jar;	and	shall	afterwards	come	to	open	it,	you	shall	find	it	empty	as	
you	stopped	it	up:	so	those	empty	prophets	when	they	come	among	the	spirits	of	the	
just,	are	found	to	be	such	as	they	came. 4
5	¶	I	said,	How	then	shall	a	man	be	able	to	discern	them?	Consider	what	I	am	going	to	
say	considering	both	kinds	of	 5 men;	and	as	I	speak	unto	thee	so	shalt	thou	prove	the	
prophet	of	God,	and	the	false	prophet.
6	And	first	try	the	man	who	hath	the	spirit	of	God;	because	the	spirit	which	is	from	
above	is	humble,	and	quiet;	and	departs	from	all	wickedness;	and	from	the	vain	
desires	of	the	present	world;	and	makes	himself	more	humble	than	all	men;	and	
answers	to	none	when	he	is	asked;	nor	to	every	one	singly:	for	the	Spirit	of	God	doth	
not	speak	to	a	man	when	he	will,	but	when	God	pleases.

1	John	4:1-6
1	Beloved,	do	not	believe	every	spirit,	but	test	the	spirits	to	see	whether	they	are	from	
God,	for	many	false	prophets	have	gone	out	into	the	world.	2	By	this	you	know	the	
Spirit	of	God:	every	spirit	that	confesses	that	Jesus	Christ	has	come	in	the	flesh	is	from	
God,	3	and	every	spirit	that	does	not	confess	Jesus	is	not	from	God.	This	is	the	spirit	of	
the	antichrist,	which	you	heard	was	coming	and	now	is	in	the	world	already.	4	Little	
children,	you	are	from	God	and	have	overcome	them,	for	he	who	is	in	you	is	greater	
than	he	who	is	in	the	world.	5	They	are	from	the	world;	therefore	they	speak	from	the	
world,	and	the	world	listens	to	them.	6	We	are	from	God.	Whoever	knows	God	listens	
to	us;	whoever	is	not	from	God	does	not	listen	to	us.	By	this	we	know	the	Spirit	of	
truth	and	the	spirit	of	error.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
7	when	therefore	a	man	hath	the	Spirit	of	God	shall	come	into	the	church	of	the	
righteous,	who	have	the	faith	of	God,	and	they	pray	unto	the	Lord;	then	the	holy	angel	
of	God	fills	that	man	with	the	blessed	Spirit,	and	he	speaks	in	the	congregation	as	he	is	
moved	of	God.
8	Thus	therefore	is	the	spirit	of	God	known,	because	whosoever	speaketh	by	the	Spirit	
of	God,	speaketh	as	the	Lord	will.
9	Hear	now	concerning	the	earthly	spirit,	which	is	empty	and	foolish,	and	without	
virtue.	And	first	of	all	the	man	who	is	supposed	to	have	the	Spirit,	(whereas	he	hath	it	
not	in	reality),	exalteth	himself,	and	desires	to	have	the	first	seat,	and	is	wicked,	and	
full	of	words.
10	And	spends	his	time	in	pleasure,	and	in	all	manner	of	voluptuousness;	and	receives	
the	reward	of	his	divination;	which	if	he	receives	not,	he	does	not	divine.
11	Should	the	Spirit	of	God	receive	reward	and	divine?	It	doth	not	become	a	prophet	
of	God	so	to	do.

Micah	3:11
11	Its	heads	give	judgment	for	a	bribe;	its	priests	teach	for	a	price;	its	prophets	
practice	divination	for	money;	yet	they	lean	on	the	LORD	and	say,	"Is	not	the	LORD	in	
the	midst	of	us?	No	disaster	shall	come	upon	us."

Matthew	10:8
8	Heal	the	sick,	raise	the	dead,	cleanse	those	who	have	leprosy,	drive	out	demons.	
Freely	you	have	received;	freely	give.

2	Hermas	Chapter	XI.
12	Thus	you	see	the	life	of	each	of	these	kind	of	prophets.	Wherefore	prove	that	man	
by	his	life	and	works,	who	says	that	he	hath	the	Holy	Spirit.	And	believe	 the	Spirit	
which	comes	from	God,	and	has	power	as	such.	But	believe	not	the	earthly	and	empty	
spirit,	which	is	from	the	devil,	in	whom	there	is	no	faith	nor	virtue.
13	Hear	now	the	similitude	which	I	am	about	to	speak	unto	thee.	Take	a	stone,	and	
throw	it	up	towards	heaven;	or	take	a	spout	of	water,	and	mount	it	up	thitherward;	
and	see	if	thou	canst	reach	unto	heaven.
14	Sir,	said	I,	how	can	this	be	done?	For	neither	of	those	things	which	you	have	
mentioned,	are	possible	to	be	done.	And	he	answered,	Therefore	as	these	things	
cannot	be	done,	so	is	the	earthly	spirit	without	virtue,	and	without	effect.
15	Understand	yet	farther	the	power	which	cometh	from	above,	in	this	similitude.	The	
grains	of	hail	that	drop	down	are	exceedingly	 small;	and	yet	when	they	fall	upon	the	
head	of	a	man,	how	do	they	cause	pain	to	it?
16	And	again;	consider	the	droppings	of	a	house:	how	the	little	drops	falling	upon	the	
earth,	work	a	hollow	in	the	stones.
17	So	in	like	manner	the	least	things	which	come	from	above,	and	fall	upon	the	earth,	
have	great	force.	Wherefore	join	thyself	to	this	spirit,	which	has	the	power;	and	
depart	from	the	other	which	is	empty.

Third	Book	of	Hermas
SIMILITUDE	III.

As	the	green	trees	in	the	winter	cannot	be	distinguished	from	the	dry;	so	neither	can	
the	righteous	from	the	wicked	in	this	present	world.

AGAIN	he	showed	me	many	trees	whose	leaves	were	shed,	and	which	seemed	to	me	
to	be	withered,	for	they	were	all	alike.	And	he	said	unto	me,	Seest	thou	these	trees?	I	
said,	Sir,	I	see	that	they	look	like	dry	trees.

2	He	answering,	said	unto	me;	These	trees	are	like	unto	the	men	who	live	in	the	
present	world.	I	replied:	Sir,	why	are	they	like	unto	dried	trees?	Because,	said	he,	
neither	the	righteous,	nor	unrighteous,	are	known	from	one	another;	but	all	are	alike	
in	this	present	world.

3	For	this	world	is	as	the	winter	to	the	righteous	men, 2	because	they	are	not	known,	
but	dwell	among	sinners.

4	As	in	the	winter	all	the	trees	having	lost	their	leaves,	are	like	dry	trees;	nor	can	it	be	
discerned	which	are	dry	and	which	are	green:	so	in	this	present	world	neither	the	
righteous	nor	wicked	are	discerned	from	each	other;	but	they	are	all	alike.

1John	3:9
9	No	one	who	is	born	of	God	will	continue	to	sin,	because	God's	seed	remains	in	
them;	they	cannot	go	on	sinning,	because	they	have	been	born	of	God.

Odes	of	Solomon		Ode	8
9	Hear	the	word	of	truth,	and	receive	the	knowledge	of	the	Most	High.
10	Your	flesh	has	not	known	what	I	am	saying	to	you	neither	have	your	hearts	known	
what	I	am	showing	to	you.
11	Keep	my	secret,	ye	who	are	kept	by	it:
12	Keep	my	faith,	ye	who	are	kept	by	it.
13	And	understand	my	knowledge,	ye	who	know	me	in	truth.
14	Love	me	with	affection,	ye	who	love:
15	For	I	do	not	turn	away	my	face	from	them	that	are	mine;
16	For	I	know	them,	and	before	they	came	into	being	I	took	knowledge	of	them,	and	
on	their	faces	I	set	my	seal:

Ephesians	4:30
30	And	do	not	grieve	the	Holy	Spirit	of	God,	with	whom	you	were	sealed	for	the	day	
of	redemption.

2	Corinthians	1:20-22
20	For	no	matter	how	many	promises	God	has	made,	they	are	"Yes"	in	Christ.	And	so	
through	him	the	"Amen"	is	spoken	by	us	to	the	glory	of	God.	21	Now	it	is	God	who	
makes	both	us	and	you	stand	firm	in	Christ.	He	anointed	us,	22	set	his	seal	of	
ownership	on	us,	and	put	his	Spirit	in	our	hearts	as	a	deposit,	guaranteeing	what	is	to	
come.

Ephesians	2:8-10
8	For	it	is	by	grace	you	have	been	saved,	through	faith—and	this	is	not	from	
yourselves,	it	is	the	gift	of	God—9	not	by	works,	so	that	no	one	can	boast.	10	For	we	
are	God's	handiwork,	created	in	Christ	Jesus	to	do	good	works,	which	God	prepared	in	
advance	for	us	to	do.

John	8:43-44
43	Why	is	my	language	not	clear	to	you?	Because	you	are	unable	to	hear	what	I	say.	
44	You	belong	to	your	father,	the	devil,	and	you	want	to	carry	out	your	father's	
desires.	He	was	a	murderer	from	the	beginning,	not	holding	to	the	truth,	for	there	is	
no	truth	in	him.	When	he	lies,	he	speaks	his	native	language,	for	he	is	a	liar	and	the	
father	of	lies.	

Third	Book	of	Hermas
SIMILITUDE	IV.

As	in	the	summer	the	living	trees	are	distinguished	from	the	dry	by	their	fruit	and	
green	leaves;	so	in	the	world	to	come	the	righteous	shall	be	distinguished	from	the	
unrighteous	by	their	happiness.

AGAIN	he	showed	me	many	other	trees,	of	which	some	had	leaves,	and	others	
appeared	dry	and	withered.	And	he	said	unto	me,	Seest	thou	these	trees?	I	answered,	
Sir,	I	see	them;	.and	some	are	dry,	and	others	full	of	leaves.
2	These	trees,	saith	he,	which	are	green,	are	the	righteous	which	shall	possess	the	
world	to	come.	For	the	world	to	come,	is	the	summer	to	the	righteous;	but	to	sinners	
it	is	the	winter.
3	When,	therefore,	the	mercy	of	the	Lord	shall	shine	forth,	then	they	who	serve	God	
shall	be	made	manifest,	and	plain	unto	all.	For	as	in	the	summer	the	fruit	of	every	tree	
is	shown	and	made	manifest,	so	also	the	works	of	the	righteous	shall	be	declared	and	
made	manifest,	and	they	shall	be	restored	in	that	world	merry	and	joyful.
4	For	the	other	 1	kind	of	men,	namely	the	wicked,	like	the	trees	which	thou	sawest	
dry,	shall	as	such	be	found	dry	and	without	fruit	in	that	other	world;	and	like	dry	wood	
shall	be	burnt;	and	it	shall	be	made	manifest	that	they	have	done	evil	all	 the	time	of	
their	life;
5	And	they	shall	be	burnt	because	they	have	sinned	and	have	not	repented	of	their	
sins.	And	also	all	the	other	nations	shall	be	burnt,	because	they	have	not	
acknowledged	God	their	Creator.
6	Do	thou	therefore	bring	forth	good	fruit,	that	in	the	summer	thy	fruit	may	be	
known;	and	keep	thyself	from	much	business,	and	thou	shalt	not	offend.	For	they	who	
are	involved	in	much	business,	sin	much;	because	they	are	taken	up	with	their	affairs,	
and	serve	not	God.

7	And	how	can	a	man	that	does	not	serve	God,	ask	anything	of	God,	and	receive	it?	
But	they	who	serve	him,	ask	and	receive	what	they	desire.
8	But,	if	a	man	has	only	one	thing	to	follow,	he	may	serve	God,	because	his	mind	is	not	
taken	off	from	God	but	he	serves	him	with	a	pure	mind.
9	If,	therefore,	thou	shalt	do	this,	thou	mayest	have	fruit	in	the	world	to	come;	and	all,	
as	many	as	shall	do	in	like	manner,	shall	bring	forth	fruit.

Matthew	7:17-20
17	Likewise,	every	good	tree	bears	good	fruit,	but	a	bad	tree	bears	bad	fruit.	18	A	
good	tree	cannot	bear	bad	fruit,	and	a	bad	tree	cannot	bear	good	fruit.	19	Every	tree	
that	does	not	bear	good	fruit	is	cut	down	and	thrown	into	the	fire.	20	Thus,	by	their	
fruit	you	will	recognize	them.

The	Gospel	of	Philip	- Nag	Hammadi
Sowing and Reaping

Whoever sows in winter reaps in summer. Winter is the world, summer is the other, 
eternal realm. Let us sow in the world to reap in summer. And for this reason we 
should not pray in winter.
From winter comes summer. If someone reaps in winter, the person will not really reap 
but will pull out the young plants, and such do not produce a crop. [That person’s field] 
is barren not only [now] but also on the sabbath.

Who	was	this	world	made	for?	Spiritual	vs	Earthen	vessels	and	how	to	tell	the	
difference?

Who was 
this world…
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